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THE R I G H T 
HONORABLE Evwary 


LORD VISCOYNT CONA4 
WAY, AND XILYLTA, BARON 


OF RADGLEY MARSHALL OF 


IRELAND, AND ONE OF HIS 


Majeſtics molt Honourable Privie 
Councell of Ireland. © 


Mayitpleale your Honour, 
LI 4 Af O admit this At of Re- 
| cordation) that *tis full 
Fourteene yeares fince 
b p 4 BS. the happy Aſpe& of 
"CY{-1 4 . your gracious Fayour 
0" 0" 0 did reflect upon me, 


for ny y good both: -4 Sea, and Land : 
which 


ragious [eenſh] in ports reg lady FT 
- Opportunity to. peſtific my-durifull re-.; 
Þedc.to your Hondr. Itirmay, be this” 
Art of Building Comfort ts not ſo artis | 
ficially, and laboriouſly compoſed, abs 
you have heard, and was'pleaſcd-to 
countenance-ſome Vniverfitie-Pieccs of | 
mine : - there might be more oyle be- ' 
ſtowed on them, _to.varniſh the Faces 
of their flyle. but this Treatiſess allows \ 
ed more Wine to comfort the. Heatt of- 
the Reader. This induced me t$ preſent. ; 
to your gracious Acceptation;: BE TAGY 
neſt of that Debt of Thankf ulneflc , . 
wherein beth your une ig Beſcrts 
(tam Arte, quam Marte) JAve vulid.m 
to: you : a {mall Earneſt 
binde the greateſt Con 2-1-8 
bountiful hand, and. achank Gt alt 4 
Letthis be ſuch! of my tae; AS 
not: onely a Pledge of 1 Mitie,” 6a He? 
membrancc of Hers, (Imeane my do 94:37 


— ments wil 
- either; Her: 

or Her Epitaph 

row for her worth 

joyning Pages) then Tl bes your. 

ſhip will have no cauſeto repent the Des: 

dication of this Treatiſe. Inthe 

timemy Experimentall knowlel gexhar.. 

4n.you the Nobilitie- of Deſcent. pe 7 

Minde.concurre: the EminenicievfP! 
yaurfſelfe, and Afabilitieof. Dif 
ton. to others do mutually refle& each 

onthe other: . which Harmonie may 

wellchallenge this my voluntary Obla- 

tion; as ancceſſary Obligation, that for | 

' ever yes me to fixe my Devotions-on 

Heaven, arid-heartily to' pray for your 

_ temps all, ſpirituall, andeternall Hap: 
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AND A DEFENCE OF IT. 


43H E Impntation of Super- 
Þ ſtition .or Gemtiliſme tn 


them that raiſe up Memo- 

© rials of the Dead « eafily 

= wiped away. 1. By Reaſon. 

t. Tu an Honour tothe Dead, to have their 

Memories (ſurvive them, 2. Ti a comfort to 

the Living to treaſure up the worthy Atts 

of the Dead. 3. The Religious, vertnous 

* Pratliſeof the Dead, w an admirable ÞPa4- 

2. By Scrip- Ferne for the Living to worke. by.. 2. By 

ture. Scripture , where are Pillars ſet up as Civill 

Monuments, and Remembrances of mens 

*25Sam.18.12, Fame b. Abſalom reared up for himſelfe a 

Pillar to keepe hit Name in-Romembrance. 

But yet which ts more appoſite and adequate” 
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20 my purpoſe. Rachel Hed, And Iasob bſet | 2 
4 Pillar wpon her grave ®. Iacob ? a Prefi- $0eyy. TI 


deus ra Therefore vill T 19) 
A Grave-flove os wy wife, aud [5this Com 


MEET GI Ys; Epitaph upon it. 
The R emaines of Tane Gilbert. 


Favour ti decefrfmll aud Beauty ft vaine : 
but awoman that Feareth the Lord, She 
ſhall be praiſed. Prov.z1. 39. 


T he Ring of her Life ſet with the Digmond 
of” Feare : 


Th Poefe of Faith : to Truſt in my God, 

Mil myCare. 

Her-Hope tryed like Gold: Andthe Circle 
of Her Love 

From God to man» fromman io'God again þ. 
did move, 


1639. Septemb 4: 4nd She on 


: To 
' . THE DISCON- 
SOLATE AND SORROW- 


EVLL FRIENDS OF IANE GIL. 


B E RT DECEASED: WILLI AM 
GILBERT WISHETH TRVE COM- 
FORT OVYVT OF GODS WORD: 


BARN this Cale, that of the 

292 Plalmiſt is the Pinacle of 

Z@& Comfort, to be placed 

ay onthe top of this Build- 

«7112s. PERS ings . The Righteow ſhall 
© behadiineverlaſting Remembrance. The 
Righteous, Such a One was this 6ur 

Siſter and my Wife, One clothed with 

the Roabe of Righteouſneſſe, which 

was woven out of Chriſts {1de, adorned 

and embroidered with fſanRtifying 

races 
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© The Epiſtle Conſolatory. 


graces in her life and converſation. | Is ir 
not a Chriſtian Duty, that ſuch a One. 


ſhould be had in Remembrance lo farre 
as wecan propagate -her worth to Po- 
ſeritic ? She did not ſeeke Fame by well 
doing to be remembred, but Fame 
comes unſought for : and Her well do- 
ing ſhall be remembred after Her death, 
for 'tis worth our obſervationthat Da- 
Tid ſets it not down in the preſent time, 
(are) but in the future, ( ſhall be had in 
remembrance.) What though the Righte- 
ous in their life time are little thoughr 
of, except to beill ſpoken of ? yet Time 
the Mother of Truth ſhall bring all 
things tolight, and cauſe the Righteous 
to be had in everlaſting Remembrance 
before God and his Angels, and the 
whole Theater of Righteous juſt Men. 
b The Fame of the Righteous buds forth 
when He is in the grave, then we may 
beſb ſpeak of the Mariner, when He is 
at his Haven : and praiſe the Captaine, 
when He hath got the Triumph: and 
ſet the Crowne of Praiſc upon this' our 
Siſter, naw She hath fought her long 

WM - fight, 
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> Satis eff coram 
Deo, &# Angelis, 
tot0 que piorien 
theatro, bened;- 
tam efse eorum 
Memoriam. 
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The Epiſtle Con olatory. 
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c Worthy Dr 
Featlies Manu- 
Cjl. 


. fohr, and finiſhed her courſe with Ioy : 


who every day for many moneths before 
Her Death, did pray that Prayer, which 
is the laſt in the Handmaide to Devotti- 
on © and thus begins. Welcome bleſſed 
houre, the Period of my Pilerimage: the 
End of my Cares : the (loſe of my Sighes : 
the Bouyd of my travailes : the Goale of 
myrace: the Heaven of my Hopes. Is She 
not worthy to be had in remembrance, 
who did give the houre of Death fo 
ooo0d Entertainment, as 10 long before 


' to bid it heartily welcome with lo many 


ſweet Names ; as End, Period, Cle, 
Bound, Goale, Heaven? Whar ſhall I fay 
next for your Comfort, Bur this ? the 
the better She was, the greater her Gaine 
for cyer : and my loſe for the prefent. 
Yet her Gaine waighes downe my loſe ; 


Iconfeſle the lofle of her enters deepe 


' into my heart,and deeperic would goe, 


but that her Gaine cannot enter into the 
Heart of man to canceive it : her Gaine 
to the tongue of man, unſpeakable, bar 
my lofle is unvaluable onely according 
tothe Common waights of the World, 


| becauſe 
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The Epiſttie Conſolatory. 


becaule She was of great Eftimate, ac- 
cording to the very waight of the San- 
Etuary. My knowledge of it is now 
doubled, tam carendo, quam fruenda : 
for eleven yeares and halfe I enjoyed a 
rare Religious Piece of Gods making, 


and now God hath made up this his 


lexvell fit for His own Cabinet, tis moſt 
fit that I ſhould want ir. And to my 
wants this is added, thatI want words 
totell others what I want, I want my 
Fellow-Helper,my Boſome-Comforter, 
my ſecond Heart, which did command 
my firſt Heart in a Religious way. 1.Her 
Faith was founded upon the Rocke, 

Chriſt Ieſus : witneſle Her every Dayes 
taske, which was to ſay by Heart, and in 
Her Heart, the eight chapter tothe Ro- 
mans ; which chapter alone in it ſelte is 
2.compleat Confe&ionarie of ſpirituall 


4 


Comfort beginning - with, No cowdews> rom s. ver: 


nation to them that are in Chrift Teſw : "onda. 


| and ending with, No Separationfrom the 
Love of God is Chrift Iaſus. 2. Her Hope 
and Truſt was fixed upon Her God, wit- 


neſſe that anſwer She gave me thelaft 
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The Epiſtle Conſolatory. IE, 
Day that She lived our inthis World; - 
Now what # my Hope? my Hope « in thee 
0 Lord9. There was in her an admirable 
mixture of Godly ſorrow for finne, and 
holy Toy for that Sorrow, which Ioy I 
perceived to be back d by her Hope, to 
get the upperhand : though S. Jerome 
{ſummes up the devout ſoules private 
carriage with God in theſe words, Doler, 
Q de dolore gaudet, Surely twas her 
Practiſe to ſorrow after agodly manner, 
and to rejoyce for that Sorrow. 3. Her 

| lovetomanlet all that knew her, ſpeak 
it, Herloveto God, Ijudge it {incere by 
the moſt cleare Expreſsions of-it, She 
loyed his houſe-{o dearely, that the large 
diſtance of her Habitation from Church 
(nigh a mile) was no-Remora to keep 
her at home, the laſt Lords Day Shel!» 
ved, She was twice at Church. She 
prayed Conſtantly. eight ſeverall times 

_ every Day, I-knew it tobe moſt true, 
who was neareftto her, when ſhe drew 
neare to her Father in ſecret. She had'by 
hearta diftin@Prayer forcvery Evening 
and Morning in-the ſeven-dayes of 'the 

| weeke,. 


The Epiſtle Conſolatory. 
vweecke, beſides other Prayers for other 
times. Whata: loving Miſtris She was 
to her ſervants, they would quickly 
ſpeak, if they could for crying. How 
tranſcendent her love. was to. me, her 
Husband ?. my tongue would faile, be- 
' cauſe my heggt is readie to faint for want 
of ſuch love, and faint it might, had not 
Gods. Spirit brought to my .remem- 
brance how earneſtly on her Death-bed 
She defired me not to grieve ſo immo- 
derately for her, for we ſhould meete 
in Heaven : and 'tis my Hope that as 
we were.Caro una oh Earth, we ſhall be _ 
ſdu unum in Heaven ®, of that one Holy *$4«ispro- 
Companie of Starres attending the Sun Cn eerrrs 
of Righteouſneſſe. And here I cannot UA 
but fixe my Contemplation on thoſe 
rayes of divine Beautie which ſhined in: 
her ſoule, for She mightilie delighted 
to ſet before. her Solowons Copic of a 
good wife, Prov.z1.They that knew her Prov. zr; 
may ealily compare her life written ac- 
cording to that exact Copie : SureI am, 
her Siſters child (whom .She educated): 
can riſe up and call her bleſſed, Her Hus- 

NR X 2 band 
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The Epiſtle Conſolatory, 
band alſo praiſcrh her, Prov.z1. ver(.28. 
How? why thus in Solomons Ryle, Fa- 
vour 8 deceitfull and Beauty ts vaine, but 
a Womans thatfeareth the Lord, She ſhall be 
praiſed, Yerſ.30. the Pronowne 7 
Emphacically argues a Negation of any 
| other Woman worthy to bg praiſed, bu# 
Ie, Trm. She that feareth the Lord, She ſhatt be prai- 
'U, Ho. ſed: the garland of praiſe only to be ſet 
on her head. This is her Remuneration, 
therfore Solomons laſt verl, ſhall be mine. 
Give her of thefruit of ber hands, and let 
her owne workes praiſe her in the Gates : 
cthat'is, in publique. This, This is the 
Weman, the Woman to whom [ 


Subſcribe : 


William Gilbert perdidtt. 


Inventt, nuliu ſuper teram. 


Recepit Dew Tn c&lum. 


TO 


——_— 


, SES: &Y 
620) 


7 N | 
Sk ND Ya ' ag 


Ve y ES = ” 


Er, 
A IS 


SJ JS 
v 


Q 


FIR ET SO) KIE 


THE SEEKE Y 
OF COMFORT, NOT © A 
READER ONLY. 


0ST forry I am for the | 
Occafeon f that induced fTheDeath of - 
me to Preach, and now gong 
moved me to Print ; but 
the Providence of God 
being the Firſt Mover 
maynot onely command bounds to my Sor- 
row, Hither andnofurther ; but alſogive 
me a licence at to Preach ſo to Print it both 
for the Commemoration of the Dead, and 
Conſolation of the Living. What though 1 
lye open to ſome Exceptions ? ? Thadrather 
doe- 


The Epiſtle to the Reader: 
doe it in thu parilcalar, then not doe all 
the Right 1 canto the Dead: and wiſh all” 
true Comfort to the Living ; who ſhall read 
this Art of Building Comfort, not to cen- 
ſure one another , but to Comfort one ano- 
ther, according t to thu Apoſtolicall Exbor- 
x Thel, 4.18. 34Ffon, which #4 my Text, 1 Thel. 4.18. ' 
Wherefore Cornfort one another with 
theſe words : which if thou doſt, I am 


Thine, in Chrift the Foun- 
zaine of Comfort : 


William Gilbert. 


-akf 


GENERALL REPRE- 
SENTATION OF THE 


Method of this Manuellz, or ra- «$carcehalfe 


ther Cordiall of Comfort, contai- a handfull : 
but with Gods 
ning the Ingredients of Five bleflingit may 
Sermons. . bea whole 
Heart-full of 
I. He Accommodation of the 7 ext ts the Comms 
Times calling for comfort p.1.3-2.4.5 . 4-7 


2, The Diviſion following the Meta- 
phore of Building in the eight Parts 
of it Pe 6. 

1. The Specificall Difference of this from other 

Buildings p.7. $ 

2. The Neceſsity of this Building in a Chriſtian 

Common-wealth P.9.10.IT.12e 
3. Perſwaſtves inducing to goe about this Building, 

and to ftudie this Art of Divine Comfort 
I3. I4- 

4. Diſſwaſs res from the Neglel® of a forward 

with it Pe IF» 

5. The Materialls of this Building : Theſe words, 

intheT ext, 

I. In aparticular Relation 20 $, Pauls former Do- 


(Frine | Þ+ 16. 17, 18. 19. 
A 2. In 


| 
D 
J 
; 
2 


The Contents. A 


2. Ina gencrall Relation to Gods] word 2.26 20,21, bo 


6. T he Habituall Ability to ka 00d uſe of the 


Art of Comforting —— "P-24. 25, 
7, The Attuall Abilttie to make good #j e of it, inthe 


Platforme of Com for: a according to the exe 
. att Rule of Gods þ: 26.27.28.29.309, 


$. The on th and Duration of this Building 


where yee j all ſee P.31.32.33-34-35« 
1. The Contignation and Xnitting of the Building 


of Comfpert by five Attributes of Goa” 


Wiſdome. þ. 36. 
Power. P+37+« 
Iuſtice. Pe 38. 
Mercy. h ibid, 
Truth. p.39. 


2. The Buttereſſes of the puilding (et up by three 


Duties of man. 


1. Submiſsion te Gods Will, P40, 
2. Right Reaſon ſanitifi fied. p.4t. 
3. Prayer for ftrengthand Continuance of Comfort. 


p42. &C. 


1 The: 


1 Thelſ. 4.18. 


IWherefore Comfort one another with theſe 
words. 


2AN+SIAY it pleaſe your Atten- 
Cf g tion to begin with the ac- 
commodation of the Text 
to the Times, which (like 
a woman in Labour) cry 

out for Comfort : fickly 
(© Times, moſt uncomforta- 

ble Times, God knowes: a 
rare thing even an houſe without one-or other 
ſlickeinit, if notdead out of it, Isit not Time 
then to exhort you to comfort one another > 
The Naturaliſts write of a pretious Stone®called * Caufin parab 
b Ceraunias that is found only ina day of thunder,  . 
eliſtering when the skye is overcaſt with darke- Thunder. 
neſſe: ſuch aqualifiedGemmeis mutuall Com- 
fort ſhining moſt brightly inthe gloomy times of 
adverſitie, when God thunders from Heaven, 
and all the Earth is full of dark, ſad, melancholly 
A 32 ſickneſle, 
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The Art of- Building C omfort. 


ſickneſle, that conſufheth the eyesand cauſcth 


<Levit.26-16-ſorrow of heart $thus when the heartis overcaſt - 


dS, Itr0m:. 


Ex0d, ZeZo 


*2 Cor. 4.8.9: 


, , 


£Pfal F | 13 1 H . 


with forrow,and the cyes clowded:with dimnes, 
then to open the bowells of Conſolation one to | 
anotheris the moſt comfortable Chriſtian Sun- 
ſhine. Wasitnot Time then to exhort you to 
comfort one another, when there is vox-que- 
rele, avoyceof complaint of ckneſſe and Mors- 
tality in our Streets, and in ourhouſes ? is it not 
time there be vex-Dotrine, a voyce of [nſtru. 
ion preaching Comfortin our Churches ? that 
as that learned *Father compares the Church of 
God perſecuted, and yet flouriſhing, to the Buſh 
out of which Gods glory ſhined to <Aoſes ; the 
Buſh burned, yet conſumed not, ſo many Mem-_ 
bers of Gods Churchin our Land burned, yet 
conſumed not with Strange Agues,out of which 
ſhines Gods glory and our Comfort ſo farre as to 
compoſe the like excellent Harmony that Saint 
Paul © makes of ſeeming Diſcords, We are 
troubled on every fide with ficknefſe, yet not 


_ diftrefled as without _— Perplexed with 


ſtrange, new Diſeaſes, but not 1n Deſpaire, 
Wmphiuaes, iN" box ifermpbuerc, Pr CN1720HUY , 3073 OPPrimimnr, 


preſſed under,not troddenunder, andopprefled 


as altogether without helpe. Perſecuted by 


cold and hot fits, but not forſaken by him that. 
rebuked Peters Wifes Mothers Fever. Caſt 
downe onourfick beds, but not deftroyed, but 
raiſed up by him who made our beds in our fick- 
nefle: devoute David often harpes upon this 


tweet String ; heare one admirable leflon?, The 


Lord hath chaſtntd me ſore, but he hath not given 
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The Art of Building Comfort. 5 "4 


me over wnto Death, how many this yeare that 
may-ſct this dolefull Ditty, the Lord hath chafte-. 
_ wed we -ſare, but with this comfortable cloſe, 
but he hath not given meover unto Death? When T 
fall, 1 ſhall riſe, when 1 ſit im darknefſe, the Lord 
ſhallbe 4 light unto mes, Chriſtians cannot looke * Mic.7. 8. 
to beſo niceand tenderly broughtup as notto , 
EALStErir heaveniy Fathers rod, 
CORSEarall into ſickneſſe, to fſitin 
Darknefle, to be chaſtened ſore : and becauſe 
the bitter cup of trembling cannot paſſe, but 
firſt or laſt, we muſt all drinke it, 'twas Davids 
diet-drinke, and 1ob took it all off, we are not - 
betterthen they, and who is too good to pledge 
his Saviour > W herefore that we faint not under 


one another with Cordialls of Comfort againſt 
the evill Day, Wherefore comfort oxe anather with 
theſe wards. 
Glance but upon the Coherence yee ſhall _ 
quickly perceive this Conſolatory Exhortation 
of Saint Paul to be very opportune and moſt 
ſeaſonable, which may produce this Obſerva- 
ble. That the ſeaſonable opportunity of Com. 
forting one another is to betaken. Stale Com- 
fort isunacceptable to the palate of the Memo» 
ric, 'tisthe freſhneſle of the occation that ingra- 
tiates Comfortto the Appetite of the longing 
foule. Comfort may come toolate,and although 
it be never ſo good of it felfe, the tarditie and 
 Lateneffe. will argue the Meſſenger of no little, ,,,,,, ;»z 
| Indiſcretion, Juſtly in this did Tiberias > taxe the write, - 
| | A 3 Indit- 
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The Art of Building Comfort. 


Indiſcretion of the Iliepſes comforting him 
long after the Deathof his ſonne, Panlo ſerins 
conſolantibus, ſaith the Hiſtorian, ſomething too 
late reviving the obliterated Memorie of his 
Griefe, he taxed them with this Sarcaſme : Se 
quoque vicem eorum delere, quod egregium civem 
Hettorems amiſiſſent. That he alſo was ſorry for 
them, becauſe they had lpRthar worthy Citi- 
zen Hettor ; onedead manyhpndred yeares be- 
fore. Timecates away griete, which otherwiſe 
would eate out the Heart, griefe for loſſes is 
commonly worne away intime; this is the Rea- 
ſon why the late Comforter is a Comforter both 
Miſerable, and Ridiculons. Miſerable, by Ap- 
plication of a good Remedy toavery ill purpoſe 
even to force healed wounds to bleed a freſh. 
Ridiculous for a man out of Time todoe that 
which Timeitſelfe hath done before him : un- 
ſeaſonable Phylicke exaſperates the Diſeaſe, 
when as give it but Time and Patience, 'twill: 
doe well enough, elle applyatimely Conſolati- 
on. Were he not to be laughed at that brings a 
Handkerchiefe to wipe away teares already 
dryed ? Bur better late, then never : nay, in the 
Caſe of Conſolation, better never then too late : 
better not doe that which is good, then todo it, 
when 'twill doe hurt. Whilft the Occ:ſon of 
oriefe is hot, ſtrike : and if thou canſt beate up- 
en the very 7», the very Inſtant of Griefe, 
ſay not to thy Neighbor, Goe, and comeagaine 
to ;jmorrow for Comfort. Today is Gods voyce 
of Comfort: Tomorrow may be the Devils of 
being ſwallowedup with griefe; at leaft _ 
| reeds 
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The Art of Building Comfort, 


breeds danger, andthe Raven of Hell ſtill puts 
inthis his Caveat againſt Comfort, Cyras, Cras, ' 
to morrow is ſoone enough; but yee ſee thar 
the Dove from Heaven li . "Ba upon S* Paw did 
inſpire him to ſet downe the Time preſentin my 
Text, the very inſtant of the time preſent, no 
deferring-of the matter; for yee are not now to 
ſeeke for Comfort, 'tis athand in theſe words, 
Wherefore Comfort one another with theſe words. 


In theſe words I finde the Art of Building D;4jſog. 


Comfort, avery uſefull Art for all Chriſtians 
to ſtudy throughly, therefore my Methode 
ſhall keepe cloſe to the Metaphore of Building. 


F. ou ſpecificall Difference of this from other Buil- 
INgs. 

fS«.F bi Neceſsitie of this Building in 4 Chriſtian 
Common-wealth. 

3. The Per(waſives inducing to goe about this Buil- 
aing to ſtudie the Art. | 

4. The Diſſwaſives from the neglect of going for- 
ward with it, | 

5. The Materialls'sf this Building , Theſe words, 
tm the Text. 

6. The Habituall Ability to make good uſe of this 
Art of Comfort. | 

7. The Attnall Abilitie to make good uſe of it in the 
Platferme of Comfort ſet up according to the exa? 
Rule of Gods Word. | 

$. TheStreneth aud Duration of this Building... 


1. The ſpecificall Difference of this from other , p,,,\ 


Buildings : *Tis the ſpirituall comfortin this lite, 
differenced 
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differenced. 1. From carnall Comfort in this 
life. 2. From Erernall joy in the Life ro come. 
rx. Spiriruall Comfort is the Lighting or cafing * ? 
of the Heart of that forrow or feare, wherewith 
it is ſurcharged, Teezwyc; inthe Text is the cx- 
Citiag, encouraging, and trengthning of our 
fainting and languiſhing ſpirits. Carnall Com- 
fort is raiſed up from the creature by corrupt 
Nature, no higher thenthe ſenfitive apprehen- 
fionof a Naturall man : whoſe belly is hs God *, 
whoſe glory « his Shame ; andſuchwas the glory 
| of that great King, who dyed, commanding 
, this Epitaph tobe ſet upon his tombe, Huec ha- 
 beo, que ed; ; this I have, that Thave eaten: it 
ſeemes all the reſt was loft to the brutiſh ſwine, 
as Twlly cenſured hima little more ſparingly thar 
it wasan Epitaph fit for an Oxe orabruit Beaſt, 
my Bellyis my God, my Stomach is my Altar, 
my Church is my Kitchin, my Pricft is my 
Cooke, this the voyce of theſe brutiſh men, 
who finde the Poſſeſsion of no Comfort from 
any thing, but from that which was driven into 
the Paunch, and ſo into the draught. But Chri- 
_ fſtiansthat ſtudy theright Art of true Comfort 
have another language, our ſpirituall Comfort 
is left us, when our life is about to leave us. Spi- 
rituall Comfort is raifed from the Creator by 
the Mediation of the Creature, or from the 
Creature by the working of the Creator in the 
Apprehenhon of the Regenerate Man, Thus 
the Holy Ghoft is the firſt Mover of ſpirituall 
Comfort, as the Promiſes of Gods Word are 
the grounds of this Comfort, and our ring 

carts 
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The Art of | Building Comfort. 
hearts are the ſeats of Comfort, fo the Holy Ghoſt 
is the Head-yorker' of Comfort, and the-Adct of 
Comfort wronght is to trengthenour Hearts: there- 
fore * E7yoy, tobe eftabliſhed and ſtrengrbned, þ nom.s .r +. 
and ovurecsnnitiu, to be comforted are putone for and 12. 
the other, S* Paul being the Interpreter; butlong be- 
fore him the Prophet,/ intimates the like, forin the /Ifaiah 40.2; 
Hebrew. and HS A) *Sept : ſpeake comfortably to 
Ws rs is? W Hebrew: and is hy xaper, Greek : 
both imply in this phraſe, ſpeake to the heart, or. 
ſpeake comfortably, that Comfort is the Hearts Pe- 
culiar, and the Searcher of the Heart 'the, Holy 
Ghoft is therefore called the Comforter > by an Ex- mTohn 16.7. 
cellency, 5#«pexanrs; where the Spirit of G is made? 
knowne to us by anamcin the New Teftament not 
heard of in the old, the Comforter within a man's 
the naturall man may have outward Comforts, a 
Land flowing with Milke and Honey, anda Table 
with a fruitfull Vineand Olive Branches about, but 
the Regenerate Man hath a ſoule flowing with Milke - 
and Honey of Comfort, becaufe' the Comforter 


makes him fruitfull,as the Greeke Father "gives the «&ritu nim- . * 


Etymon of it, Tep«xayr0; Ad xanuiras M4 7) mapaxantir, tad ſO mitanu.. 
Tapped, xa} cwearrinaubdyitm TH £ ayers nay; Cal> 
led the Comforter from comfortingand ſfuccourin 
and helping our Infirmities, hence 1flues the act ot 
ſpirituall comfortin my Text differenced from car- 
vall Comfort. 2. Spirituall Comfortia this life. is 
to be differenced from Eternall Joy in the life to. * 
come; The Herald of Schoole-Divinity ranks Com- Aquinas. 
fortunderthe head of-Joy ; indeed'all Comfort is a 
Joy to the Heart, 'but all Joy is not Comfort; for 
there is Joy in Heaven, but no Comfort there, for 
properlyneed of [Comfort foreſpeakes miſerie and 

oP B | - diſtrefle 
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ing tathas of the « Golder-mourhed 
” O09» eaptyas,.N 798 T4þAANIT. KEAS » dif 23hs Gunggphra: 
hunt wins Saber, there isofien mencion madent the 
1--: Camfoxtes in Scriptune, becauſe of rhe calamities 

and alliQtions imminent to the. Difciples, bus the 

bleſſed Eftate of Heaven cannot admir any fixchs 
If Die; welkaloy is ©8e another im 
Heayen, bur.oat ma i of 


ereND nas Combort.on Eaath 
— foale, Jay i bieaven is 

anly tlie, Ref Comfact is Reſt is tbe weary 
hear CO rr eunns 
vaile: but Joy i Eternitie = even ta ficdaum, 
eres thatis JoxinHeavenz toftand amd 


the. 0G mot tofit byis, thar i, 
em Seq c50+y "66 > trus Joy fiecs from 7 — 7 <a 


wiges all tcarcs from aur Hycs: = qu be tru 
Camdart which. only uphol ud qroog”mackeny ind 


up our. tearesas they. fall. Yer fall they wil 

ſorrow we. ſhall,, elſe.me hoy for 
i© muſt he a nexcffitouseſtate that ftands ined of 
Comfart, thus is Comfort diflerenced from Fremadl 
Faychatnecdsnothing. Yea avdthus'tis: mths: lifs 
as Nature neceſcieates the fpark vm ame io 
nn carries. us downeward: tar the. Centen, Maſenmp. 
* ThizCenteris eve where belaw the Moane:, cov- 
mptNature isthe. Circumference,, noman wichouy 
{ome lines.drawne from, Ix retiſerys 
| Willa Diosſint hues. Every _ 10 tolife, lineupen 

Lone, line upen ine, mil man ib 
mn tis welltoo,, 
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chere alaetle, ' Burchismay {ficeto 
rwixt ſpirieyall Comfort 11 this life and: eternall:Joy 


in che life to come; avd by this ye calily perceive 


my paiige from the firſt generall Part roche Second, 
which isthe Neceſvity of 7 chis ina Chriſti. 
anCommon-wealth, elſe 5. Pao/wouldnothareutſed 
ſoleriousan Exbortation as thisinmny Text, Wherss 
fore GCumfart ont another with theſe words. |" 

The Neceſsity of this Building in 4 Chrs 
wahlth, The Neceſsity 
thecommand of the Concriverand"Overſeerof the 
Building, God. 2. In reſpect of the prinicipall In- 
cons, i 
3- In reſpect 
are Gods People under the Title of xe: axorher ia 
che Text; if thistbreefold cord isnot fRtrongenough, 
I ſhall joy ne unto it the fourth Neceſlicy, which is in 
reſpet 5; the Place where Comfort isordainedby 


Godto bepreached, Gods Temple; Thisfourefold _ 


Cordisthat that tyed me to ſtudy, andpreach, you 
to heare, and learnethis Neceflary Arr of Builiing 
Comfort. r. In refpe& ofthe commandofthe Con- 
triver, and Overſeerof the Building; God; the God 


of all Conſolation would have his rravtsEmbaſſh- - 


dors, Mefieygers of Comfort , God doubles and 
treblesthischarge cor 7m chem roprefle the Neceſsity 
© 


_of the poem. it _ = boa s OT. gee my 
people, com _— wy God, nayt 
third time, - RD ws fo leruſalem. 2. The 


Diſpoſttong _— but now and x fron] feldome 

roman res, filts tomeersi, lonnes of thander, eve- 

Ty Minifterfor the moſt part muſt be Barnebas, filins 

| Conſalations, the Sonne a" Co rt : for thou Tome 

ri gaod to worke on a har,] Heart, vet #5 
B 2 


thunder 


put a Diference oe 


<d ; in this worke, Gods Miniſters, | - 
the common W rorke-men, which 


jfien Commen- ' Part. © 
is threefold, 'x; Inteſpe&of mw 


Ag 


Iſaiah 40.1. 3+ 


So 
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The Art of Building Comfort. 
thunder commonly brings raine, your ſonnes of 
thunder ſhould:doe well alwayes to conclude with 
a comfortable ſhower to: refreſh the' Heart : though 
Minifters may not be too curious to ſpeake tot 
Eare, yet they cannot be too carefall to fpeakto the 
Heartof the People, that is to ſpeak 'comfortably to 
the people; Spirituall Bees muſt draw Honey, outof 
 __ what flowerſoeverthey light to preach upon. Theſe 
— Living Inftruments of ok Comfort-are ſweet 
Meſſengers, rare Interpreters, 1ob 33: 23. One Of a 
thouſand'to declare unto 'a Man his uprightneſle. 
1,. Chrifts Righteouſneſle, they bave a Declarative 
power ig publiſhing the glad tidings of the Goſpell , 
theſe were. obs beſt Comforters, better then: all his 
Friends,in his extremity; a Miniſter may bea greater 
Comfort to a Man in his ſicknefſe, - then all his 
Friends, becauſe Minifters are.-the Bridegroomes 
friends, and bringthe eſpouſed ſoule good tyding's 
_ of the Marriage day, thoſe bleſſed Maouials with 
her Lord Chrift Ieſus : therefore ſpirituall comforts 
are oft in Scripture compared to oyle/ and the pow- 
ring forth of thoſe Comforts to anointing, peruſe 
yIfaiah 61. 2, but one place, ? The Lord hath anointed me to preach 
2330 . . Cood tidings, verl., 1. tocomfort all that mourne, verl. 2. 
: . tegivetheoyle of Ioy for Mourning. ver.z, God doth a- 
noint his Minifters,. thatthey may anoint his people 
with the oyle of gladnefle : Every Sermon ſhould be 
asa Feaſt tothe Hearers, and Preachers muſt doe as - 
. the Jewes uſed to doe in their Feafts,; they uſed in 
token of welcome toanoint their gueſts, Luk. 7.46. 
Mine head with oyle thou didſt not anoint, i. thou haſt 
not bid-me welcome, ncr cheared me; but Minifters muft 
teaft poore ſoules powring upontheir heads that Ala- 
bafter boxe of pretious oyntment, the word of Con- 
| ; ſolation g 


© The Art of -Buildine:Comfort. © 
ſolation ;. as we. are the: principall Inſtruments of- 
Comfort; we muſt cheare them: up and bid them 
heartily welcome to Gods houſe with ſome comfor- 
table-Exhortation like this of S* Paul in my Text, 
Comfort ane another with theſe words. 3..In reſpe&of 3, 
the common work-men, whichare Gods people un- 
derthe Title of-0xe another in the; Text, Expoſlitors on 
uſe the word, I#vicem, by courſe, each Chriſtianwhen A 
his courſe comes, muft comfort another, daxiacs, one xjars, A 
another, no man is exempted from this office, thatis, One avether« 
One or Other; as the Miniſters muſt make uſes of , 
Comforr, 'tis their office, 'tis the right way of prea- 
ching: ſothe people muſt make good uſe of them, 
'tis their duty, 'tis the right way of hearing to lay up 
Comforts in ſtore, both. for themſelves and others, 
to be able to bring forth both new and old, as occa- - 
fion ſerves to comfort one another. For all. the - 
members of the Militant Churchare but of two ſorts. 
S 7: T hoſe that are comforted, but in feare of affliti- 
"en. 2. Thoſe thatare afflicted, but in hope of. com- 
fort, Wherefore cither for feare, or hope, be well 
provided with comforts before hand ;. the Virgin 
Mary had not been left ſocompleatly furniſhed with 
Comforts after her Sonnes death, had She not laid 
in her heart thoſe ſayings that She heard from her - 
living Saviour: imitate the bleſſed Virgin, what com- 
fortable ſaying yee heare commitit to ſafe cuſtody in 
your hearts, for yee know not what needany of you, 
or any of your friends may have of it inthe day of 
ſickneſſe; orat the houre of death at furtheſt, ' We 
may ſet before you heavenly treaſure, & ſhew youthe 
_ goldenpotsof Manna, theſe words of comfort in my 
text, butif yee will be enriched by them, yee muſt 
receive by the hand of faith, and diſtribute them by 
CD B 3 the. 
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Adds... A. DANN tend Ctr 


chetongue of comforting, thenyecownthe Pearles, 

when they areyoursto givetoone another, Why to 

heare one who haththe tongue of comforting, { as 

_ Saine Paw had inthe words before my text) ers u 
ingthe minde , reRifying the will, moderating the 

deſires, gn Rions, and filling the {oule 

withunſpeakable joy is or would be a great delight to 


 you;yetnothing tothat ye wil nd, by the wils, 
graceofGad working upon yourunderftandings and 

yee ſhall be able to prodnceall theſe divine effes 

(upon occafion) both in your ſelves and in others, 

F wherefore tis necedfullrs comfore one anothermith theſe 

F 4. Neceſsj. words. 4/larcipect of the place, where comfortis or- 


| ty, 


dained by God to be preached , Gods Temple ; 
Gods Houſe is to be called the Honſe of comfort, 
__andif che Heathen Orator making an Oration in ede 
Concordie (a Temple conſecrated to theirgoddefſe 
Concord) uſed the place for a Topick, & drew an ar- 
gument from the houſe inſcription where they mer, 
to enforce the Neceſsity of Peace and Concord : 

much more may I making a Sermonin ede con ſolatio- 
#4# (a Temple conſecrated to the God of all Confo- 

{ation} uſe the place fora Topick, and drawa ftrong 
enforcement to mutnall Comfortand Conſolation ; 
for as this is the beſt place in which to bury the dead ; 
ſo'risalfo toraile up comfortto the living: A place 
of duſt and aſhes tothe dead, but aplace appointed 
| for the giving of Beauty for aſhesto rhe living: As 
F 4Ifaiah 61.3. The Prophet ſpeakes, * the houſe of monrning for the 
. dead; but heere the oyle of joy for mourning tothe living. 

Sometimes the fitteſt place for the ſpirit of heavi- 
neſſe , and ſometimes the fitteſt place to change 

that, toput onthe Garment of praiſe, as the Propher 

continues the Allegory, to have our hearts, lips, and 
COUNLENANCES 
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4r1 of 'Baihding Confore. _ ge "i 
roab of praife of car God, who fitdlt comforts we 
Kits us, wherebore in the houſe of comforr, lemne' ; 
wy ("ter as _—_ Wc: | 
T he Pa fewefrves inducing us 18 xoe ben this Baviding, ;, Generall © 
41 Us thei 411 of dovinse Cafes, ovrte ond = I 
Nomwtopreficthis duty bard -upoadt ns. 'r. frontour! 
Chriſtias rclarioa arr 5 avmr/ey in thee Text. Wha One another; 
ſhould doe rhas; ofcombors, bue nenbeag/77cn mu. 
ob the. fame > As Chrittianviv the wiyfticall ” 
of Chriſt, is athorne bra the: foote;, 2 fla 
Aiowinthemcazch membes of Chrifh, why cue 
of a hee, che backe aufe bow, the frewg; 
Chriftiam, anvoaryentions Aegan, A 9 
his helparg hand to plauikin ous, aud the eye rhe; | 
warehfullvinifter tupry mother; 
—— — —— 
we. not fellow-travellers to heaven? why then as 
good travellers cheere up' eve anathor both by word 
and byexample; eſpecially nrthe red:Sea-of Attli- 
Then cde Chaadoetareies, choptoiarie;: thaw 
aohs Charios w ;t ve heavily; th 
wantehisople ro-putrhensomcomfortably. Whoriue 
Sw tharformny divope undtrrthe burden of foiha- 
wy cares; andaze fore barrexed with for many” temp 
racions?” "ris becaaſe-theyare lefecombortie fie, one- 
Irrotheirowacpiries. Dead froneair an Arch up- 
kofdone anochier, andtfindb notche bving> 'ris- the 
worke of an Aupellroocuntort, nayitplcaſcrr Gods 
Spwirts rake this officeupert him; robe rhe Com 
ſorrer: rus alſo oneChriſtiin: Friend may broome? 
a=Angey; nyp' a Godiwo a——_ —— 
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The Art of Building Co fort. 


and a healing tongue of Comfort; the very lcafes, the. 
wordsof the tree of Righteouſneſſe have a*curing. 
vertue in them, ftrengthning and corrobotating the 
heart, there are words (even thoſe words in my text) 
thatare Cordialls againſt all faintings of ſpirit, they 
-will beget new ſpirits in aman, Wherefore comfort one 
another with ſuchwords. Every relation whercin'we 
ftandtowards others are ſo many bonds and ſinewes, 
- -+ whereby :one member.of Chriſt is fitted to derive 
comfort toanother through love the bond of Perfe- 
Qion, Col.3.14. we can attaine to no perfection of 
comforting without love, if ye love one another, ye 
will comfort one another, .yeeare of relation neere 
enough, that is the chiefe enforcement of this duty 
from our Chriſtian Sympathy. Now very briefly of 
other Perſwafives which have their force too, and no 
doubt burif they all concenter and meet togetherin 
our praiſe, there will quickly be comfort ſealed up 
: 2, tooneanothers ſoules.2.Perſwaſive,others maycom. 
F Perſwaſtve, fort us as much another time, when we may ſuffer 
5 what others now fecle, wherefore comfort owe another. 
3. 3- Sorrow isa gulte, in which many are ſwallowed up 
for want of comfort, and if God commands us to pull 
an oxe out of the pit, and to cover the pitthat the oxe 
fall notinto it apaine, doth God take: care for oxen, 
and not we for one another >? 4, We receive comfort 
from God tothis very end that we might be able to 
comfort one another, 2 Cor.1. 4. Let #s givetoothers 
4s we receive from God. 5, By comforting others we 
emprovethe ſtock of our own comfort, 'tis not'em. 
— but encreaſed by giving it to others : the 
eate of comfort by warming others is not abated, 
butenflamed. In ftrengthning others, we ſtrengthen 
ourſelves at the ſame time, with the ſame "__ _ 
| hou 
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ſhould encourage us to comfort one another. Laſtly. — 


we-derive upon our ſelves the bleſſing! pronoun- 


ced onthoſe that confider the needy. ?ſal.4r. r. the 
Hebrew ſignifies the needineſle of the ſoule as well 
as of the body, Depauperari , to be any way empo- 
veriſhed;; now the want of comfort is a-miſerable 
poverty of the foule, better bea beggar then'ined 
comfort, and 'tis bettes togive ſpirituallalmes, then 


aty other, they may doe more good. Now 'twill be 


our comfort here, andcrowne hereafter,-a double 
recompence, God and man ſhall blefleus if we com- 
fort one another, thus blefſedis the man that gives 
comfortto them that need; andit I cannot perſwade 
you to be happy; give me leave to paſle from the 
Perſwaſives to the Diſlwaſives. | 


The Diſſwaſives from the neolect of going forward 4. General 
ing and Pars. 


with the Building of Comfort. 1. "Tis a vili 
ſighting of an Ambaflador ſent from Heaven, his 


Ambaſlie is this waighty bufſineſle (inthe Text) of Diſſwaſive - 


muruall comfort, any negle& of an Ambaffador is 


adiſreſped to the Maſter; if yee carelittlefor Saint 


Pauls exhortation yee deſpite, deſpite yee the Holy 
Spirit dictating to S* Pax/? and what ſhall we be guilty 
of , if we will not come in by faire entreaty, when 
S* Paul exhorts us-but to doe our Duty ?- 2, 'Tis no 
lefle then high Treaſon, a revolting fromour God 
yee may read this heavy imputation on thoſe that 


comforted not the weake, Ezek. 34.4. and Tob 6. 14. Iob 6.14 


ifwe neglect topay this due debt of comforting each 


other, marke the heavy cenſure, 'ris no lefle then 


the forſaking of the feare ofthe Almighty ; ob feare- 
full Revolt! they feare not God, that comfort not 
men in miſery, "Thus 'tis when men willnot-owne 
men in trouble, but as the heard of deare forſake = 
EE pu 


Is 


2. 
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paſhaway the wounded deere fram them: they will - 
turne their hacks, and oply cry, God comfortthee , 
indeed immediate comfarts from God aro the ſwee- 


teſt; yet far the moſt part the. Sunne of Righteauſ- - 
nefle, that bath this bealiog i his wings,conveigheth 
the Beames of comfort by the help oft athers, aud be 
is Muaworiby Servant thatthinks fcorne to. carry a 
meſſage of comfartfram bis Maſter to any one of his 
Fellow-Servants, Now if yee love to. flie ſuch an 
beavyirmputatian and cenſure from God and man 
ax if yee love the blefling of Gad and man ; or 
if yec love the encreafpokt your ownecomfort, ovif 
yee love toattaine tothe end of Gods comforting 
you; orit ye have to kaep etbers, or to be kept your 


. ſelves out of the gulig af farrow, orif yee love to 
_ carry your ſelves 3s follow-waveliors to heaven, as 


5. General 
Part. 


membersgf Chrift,, and as goad Chriſtians, neglect 
nat this Apoltolicell exhortatien, Wherefore comfort 
ens aut her with theſe words. | 

The materialls of this Building, theft words, in the 
Text. We muſt uſe che right and lawfullmeanes of 


With theſe words. comfort, TROTE YT theſ. e words. Either inthe 


MR relation of theſe words to.S* Pauls former. 
oGrine:. orin the generall relation to the whole 
Word of God, Pars Proioie, comfort one avother with. 
theſe words, orany the like words of comfort our of 
Goeds Word. 

I. Theſe words 19 theparticular relation to S* Pauls 
former Doarine, the firſt word of the Nate of 1ha- 


tign, 99, Wherefore,is S*Pauls inference of a good uſe 


of Conſolation raiſed from his former Do@rine, 
touching the eftateof. the dead in Chriſt; a blefled 
chavge they make that dye in the Lord, thats ouy 
ariftian Hope. Give hopelefic menleoave torrem. 


ble 
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and not by Ins 


both fimplyin ic ſclfe, ahdin re 


derately for the death of 'atfiers,* tho 
peareto'ns, that dyein the Lord. HereF 


of Gods ſending to any dfic of usFhallc 


- 


lerws: 


ble at Death, whoſe portion is inthislife, let Gods 
children lift up their heads for joy towards theirdif- 
{olution, and ſolace themſelves ontheir'deathbeds; 
as Simeon fings his Nunc Dimittic quaſi nereſitate tenere= 5. Ambroſe. 
tur in bac vita, nou velnntate, S* Ambroſe deſcants ras ' De boxo Mor- 
if the Childeof God Raidein this life of neceſſity, 
od will: ſure Tam S* Padtby His good 

will, faine be with Chrift, which is nmchmore 
the better, Phil, 1.23. woo winery xpuifer, 'by farrevery Phil.r. 2. 
farre orach more, and very mych more the berrer, 
ſelfe, had there beenno necefiity of his Hivinginre-. 

ſpec of others. For as S* Cyprienreafons itin his Book 

ro this purpoſe ©, Cw wandus odterit Chriſtiana; ' De Monalitate. 
 quial amas enum, qui teodit ?f & nonmags ſequeris Chri- 

fun, qui tex redemit, & dilegit? The World bates a 
 Chriftian, Chriſt doth not command us tofove the 

World that hates us, but rtherto follow Chrift, who 

is our Redeemerand beft Lover too, Wherefore, if 

yee be Chriſtians, comforroneanmber, xs nottofecare 

the death. vf youriſclves; fonot tomou 


———_— 


never fo 
halftronble 
youtociterhe forenamed Father*, Mor 0s offendam : 5, cr, 
efſcquoderedimnr, ut wentue Charorum Fugramus exceſ- 

Jum: & cum accerfirionis proprie Dies wverterit , furkn- © 
Hanter, + liberty ad Dominum iffo-wvncante veniamas, 

Let us ſhew our felves to bethe ſamein ourlite, that 
weareimour Faith, that we, may fot over-mourne 
forourdeaveftfriends, -andwhen the bt. day 

Ny an ently oo the Tong? 
goewithour delay and'wiflingly to the Lord, 
whohbmſtlte calsus.- Here fect rhatFather,; beforc 

I falbinto hitgagaine,; A” reflyonaH rhat - 
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» S. Cyprian de 
Moita'it. 


Occumenins doth on my Text, 'tis to interpret my 


Text by thoſe foregoing! words of S* Panl, that yee 


ſorrow, not eveh as others that have no hope; i. As 
the Heathen that had no hopeof the Refurrection, , 


wy 20p TrouTy tday T0 £7) O15 TAUT@ T1 AVE Sar, OCCUMRE= 
#1 holds it proper for ſuchonely.to grieve exceſ- 
fively for the dead, , who-haye ne hope of the;Reſur. 
retion: and howdothit traduce hopeful Chriſtians 
as hopelefle men, when we bewaile as utterly loft 
and extin&, thoſe whom we profeſle to live with 
God:>. To this purpoſechat deganrtongu'd Father », 
Fidem quans ſermone & voce depromimmus cord o petto- 
res reſtirmonzto non probemws : Sper naitre, as fidei prevari- 


| Catores ſumus, ſrmulata, fit a;fucata videntur eſſe qua dici- 


, | =ITohn I1.3 5: 


mus, nil prodeſt verbis preferre virtutem,fattss deſtruers 
veritatem.” The Profeſlion, of ous: hope of. the. Re- 


ſurreQijonto. life, is but varniſhed overand diſſem- 


bled becauſe we deſtroy it more with our ations ; 
thenwe doe preferre it by our wards ; clſe why doe 
we take on in ſuch a grievous.manner, when God 


© [> 
#7 
Zz yy 


rakes our Friends away fron vs? know:that where | 


hearts have been kojt rogethetbyGod, tlicy cannon 
be renta ſunder without exceeding great griefe, as 


Iacobs could not from Rachel, nar Pavids heart from © 


Tonathan.. Talſo know that our Lord and Maſter him- 


ſelfe wept for Lazarus *...I inde no fault with.naturall ' 


affection, much lefle with Chriſtian compaſſion, Let 
Nature have her courſe, but let Religion ſet her 


| bounds: lctus waterour plants of fincere affeRion and 


compaſſion, but nor diowne them by 1 we a | 
04 0) 

but that S* Paul findes in the proofe of the Doctrine; 

of which my Textis the uſe, when mourning exceeds 


Fhe meaſure 
of Mourning, 


othersdoethathavenohbope: I fiade noother 


Chriſtian proportion. and all true Meaſute.. nlfap 
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The Art of Building Comfort, * 19 _ © 
loved his Father betterthenthe Egyptians did: yet _ 
Toſeph wept but. the tithe that the Egyptians did. 

T ey mourned 70. dayes, Gen. 50.3. he but {even dayes, 
verſ.10, AllthatI ſpeakis tocondemne thoſe, who _ 
are too little like Rachel in ſerving the living God, 
but too much like Rachel in weeping. for the dead. 
She would not;bee comforted ; but theſe ,hopeleſſe 
Mourners cannot trulyurge the Reaſon that Rachel 
did ; becauſe they are not ;, for we know that they oo 
areliving with God that dye in the Lord, we know 

that the good thecfe-was on the day of his death with 

Chriſt the Lord iu Paradiſe; and as 'tis a comfort-to 
know-where they are,ſo'tisa further comforttoknow i 
what they doe; they follow the Lambe whereſoe- 1 
ver he goes: and is it not a height of comfort to ? 
know what they ſay? they ceaſe not to cry day and 
night Holy, Hoy: Holy, theyare ſtill a ſinging Hallel- 
wah, and ſhallnot we give over weeping|on Earth 
for them, who ſhall never give over (1nging in Hea- 
ven ? ſhallwe refuſe to be comforted, becauſe they i 
are not onearth, whoare andenjoyall the comforts _ ws |} 
io Heaven? Wherefore comfort one another with-theſe _ 
words, and with the words of that judicious Father ?. 7 S. 4ug./>m, . 

. Contriſlamur in noſtrorum mortibus nece(sitate amittendi, 35: dearunſ.  * 
ſed cam Spe recipiendi : inde angimur, hinc conſolanar : L- 
inde infirmites af ficit, hins fides reficit. The neceflity 
of looſing our friends, that cuts us, but the hope of 
receiving them againe, this heales us : that is our 
griefe, this is our comfort; wherefore againſt the lofle | 
of our deereft friends, comfort one another mith theſe . 4 
#&ds. As Apothecaries make ſingular uſe even. of | 
the duſt of gold: ſothe Jewiſh Rabbins thoſe Apo- 

| thecaries of the Hebrew ſimples make profeſſion, 

- thatgreat Mountaines hang upon the ſmalleſt Jods 
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inthe Bible. Then ſurely a diſconrie like a Moun- 
taineforlargeneſfle, but above a Mountaine for fruit- 
fulnefſe may be raiſed from this conjunctive particle 
inmy Text, 95, [raqur, Wherefore ; and to make it ſo, 
I paſſe from the particular relation of _ words to 
S. Panls formet DoCtrine,. I paſſe unto the genetall 
Relartionof theſe wordsto the whole Word of God, 
Pars pro toto, comfort ont anothhty with theſe wards, or 


2 


Thegcnerall With any the like words of Comfort ont of Gods 


$ —_— Word. Inthe Greek, is 76; nbyor; rho, theſe Ratio 


cinations, Arguments rather, then bare words, ſd it 
is that Sctipture words arc the Rtrongeft Reaſons to 
evinceand perſwade Comfort , thetruc Hearts caſe 
growes only in Gods Paradife,in Gods Word. There 
may be ſome Tulip of Comfort, ſome colour, bark, 
or flowre inthe words, 'and wtitipgsof men, butthe 
very pith and marrow of comfort effectuall forall . 
the ſoules Maladics is no'where to be found but inthe 
Word of God, ih theſe words. A's it was ſaidof the 
} words ſpoken by the Word, God, Chriſt Jeſts, that 
| 2 Matth.7, vel Hite $wnrbs with Anthorrete, awd not ws the Sorvbes 
|, ule, the Scribes raughtpoore, jejune, heartleſſe matter 
. _ unprofituble, uncomfortable ; and their forme of 
teachibg was without Majeſty, without any com- | 
mand, -buroer Saviours both Matter and Forme of 
teaching catried Authority withit ; the untuall ww. 
heard of Majefty of the words accompanyed with 
matter mmoſt- profitable and moſt comfortable, gid 
command his Auditors. Now Chriſt hath Rillleftthe 
ſame Mattertous, 'tis true of all the Word of God, 
that it comforts as having Aathority, andnot asthe 
Sctibes, notas Iirmane writers, who wonld winrpe 
upon this Aothority, which is the abfolure Pretoga- 
tveof Gods Word ; fothatthe ns; 


| 


| The Art of Building Comfort. "44 
Only Gods Ward hath full power and Authority to © 
_comfart mans heart. x. 4 Canſs. 2. 4 Subjeito. 3. 4 
Doftrine certitudine, 1. From the Efficient cauſe, 1.2 Cay/a. 
the Scriptures Autharity of comfarting is the fame 

with Gods Spirit dictxing both matter and wards : - 
the avingworke of the Holy Ghoſt, the Comforter, R 
——_— along with the Word of God, Gads b 
Spirit and Gods Word goe together by way of Coye- 

nave, Iſaiah yy. 21. Thi « my Covenant with them, Iſaiah 59.21. 
faiththe Lord, My-Spizit t/a i upen thee, and my wards 

which 1 hawe ns 2 meth, where Gods Ward is 
rhe Counſellor, Gods Spiritis the Comfoater. '2. 4 2.2 5ubjeto, 3 
SubjeGo, the Subject of Gods Word carries with ir - 
tho greateſt and moſt infallible Authority of Com- 
forting, becauſe tis the onely Store-houſe of true 
Comfort, initisthatſypreme Treaſure, the Media- 

tor Chriſt Feſus, that dyed to reconcile us to. God, 
Rorn. 5.10. That is the Fquntaine of all Comfort, Rom; 0. 
Zech.4.12. Chiift is the Fountaige out of which all. 
Comfort is emptied, the two Teſtaments obGod are 

the two Olive branches, as. Beda, but Chritt is the 

roote and juycyofle; and what though many Expoſi- 

tors 3 makethe two Olive branches Emochaud Elias *75nin — 
converting tha Jewes tobe Chriſtians, yet that can- <*<h37.4.72. 
not be buc by Nagy ates the gol- 3 
den Oyle that nakos a cheoxetuil countenance, a 
Joyfull Convert te.Chrift, fo that flith Chu is the 
Fountaine of ſaving foule-ſupphing Oyla. A ſealeg 
Fountaine to, the world, butfor Gods, Word tores 
veale itapdfititopen. Indeed Twiy.and Sexeca writ No folia | 
hcge diſcourſes. of Comfort, but S* Anguſiine rants co nfortin = = 
thed with Tyllics ftyle, yetonethingdiſcomfarted.ſa 4 HS 
farre as Bot to caxe fo, much for Tully ,, 244 Naren I 
Chiſti nes fait ibi.. That Frealurig of Comiort, the 
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Revel.z 4.13+ 


dRom,s8. 


| Optimum non 


name (Jeſus) of Chrift not once to be found inall 
Tally. And ſurely had Seneca been ſo well acquainted 
with S. Paul, as ſome will have him, being of Neroes 
houſhold , then Sereces might have learnt to have 
knowne nothing for his Soules comfort,” but Chrift 
Ieſus and him crucified : and not have ſtood ſo much 
upon thoſe common Pleas of Comfort againſt death, 
as he doth E2 lege naſcimur, the Law of being borne 
is todye, Death is inevitable, fooliſh for a man to 
grieve forthat no man can avoyde, Exitus communis, 

none ſcapesit, alaſſe poore Comfort! But what Com- 
fortisto be looked forin their writings who kne w not 
how that todie in the Lordis to reſt from our labors; 

but God be praiſed we know it, out of Gods Words, 
and happy are we it we beleeve that Death ſeparates 
not from the Love of Godin Chrift Jeſus Þ. That is ' 


Comfort indeed. And not to ms for the Death 


of friends as without Hope of the Reſurrefion of 
the Dead, that is the very point S. Pas/treats of in m 
Text. The wiſeft of the Heathen judged it the beſl 


| naſci-Proximm thing, firſt not tobe borne ;_ thenext to — as ſoone 


_ fromthem, who 


as weare borne; any Chriſtian may be wiſerto judge 
irthe beſt thing, firſt to be borne againe in Chrift 
Jeſus , the next todyein the Lordas ſoone as it plea- 
ſeth God ; we muſt not leave off worke, till he that 
ſets us a worke, calls us off. :Sexeca uſed to comfort 
his friends at Funeralls thus, premittimms, nou amitti- 
g#775, We ſendourfriends before us, we looſe them 
not, yet they were at a forelofle, they knew not to 
whatplace they ſent their dead friends before them; 
But beloved to _ Grapes of thornes, comfort 

had not the true comfort ; if they 
ſo eſteemed of death, who knew of no life after 
death, noabiding out of the body, what is fir, that 
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we Chriſtians ſhould prize death at > who:ought to 
make reckoning of nolife, but after death: no abid- 
ing, but out of the body : no dwelling but in heaven. 
re have heere no abiding Citie,, but we looke- for one 
that is to come ©, "The Greckis, we ſeek out, we look* Heb.13.14. 
out carneſtly for one tocome; and thatwe may not * 
looſe all our looking, our SaviourdireQsus where to | -: 1+ > 
look for'it ©, . I» my Fathers houſe are many Manſions,4Ioha 14; 3; 
'tis my Fathers houſe, & 'tis your Fathers houſe a 5e 
are in me : that is the Comfort, and to fillupthe com- 
fort, they are Manſions there, places of aboadthere, 
but Innes here, orrather Tents, or Booths, movea- 
ble. Everlaſting habitants there, Luk. 16.9, butno-Luk.16.s. 
thing willlaft here: yea, bere we thruſt one another 
outof houſe and home, there are ſeverall Manſions 
enough forusall to live by one another, Wherefore 
comfort one another with theſe wards. oY 

3- Andbriefly, 4 DoFrine certitudine. Only Gods 3.3 Dotri- 
Word hath full power and authority to comfort mans xe certitu- 
heart fromthe. certainty of the Doctrine, whichthe gzzxe. 
Word of God hath from, God himſelfe. 1, Yirtute, x. 
the ſtrengthand yertue of Gods Word accompanied 
with Gods Spirit can never faile to worke comfort. 
2. Yeritate, the whole Truthof ſolid Comfort thatis a. 
communicable to mankinde, is ſincerely and truly 
publiſfied in Gods Word, in that onely, and yet in 
that perfeRly. z. Complemento,infulfilling,and inthe 3: 
accompliſhment of all the comforts preſcribed in 
Gods Word; forthey areall moſt certaine and true, 
aSin the ſubſtance; ſoin the event of them. Hea- 
ven and Earth ſhall paſſe away, but my words ſhall not paſſe 
away ©: there ſhall bea revolution and a paſſing away Math. 24-3 5. 
tooof all things inthis world, but this very Word of of 
God, thatallthings ſhall pate away, this Word ſhall 


not 
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Ronny 1 no, nor any one Word of comfort 
in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall ever paſſe away, Pherefore com- 
fart one another with theſt words. 

But what -_ dath the bare knowledge of the 
Materialls without Habituall and Actuall Abilitie to 
uſe them ? | | 


| 6. General x. The Habituall Abilitie to make good uſe of 


Past. 


this Art of comforting, thatis the ſixt general Part, 
Now the ſpring head. of comfarr _— into this 
habituall ability, either we muſt goe ont of the world 
forthar, or that muft come from another world for 
us: but we cannot ſtir one foote of the ſoule, the leaft 
affe&ion: orſo much as one winged thought to goe 
to that, that muſt come tous, to raiſe our flight, with 
the wings of that Dove, whoſe wings are filyer, and 
her feathers like gold,” I meane the Holy Ghoſt. 
The Eternall Breath of the Father and the Sonne 


. muſtbreathinto us the breath of Life, a Life of com- 


fort : the Loveof the Fatherand the Sonne deſcen- 
ding _ the Sonneinthe likenefſe of aDove with- 
aut gall, muſt purge out of us all gall of malice and 


| bitterneſle that we may comfort one another in all 


Objection. 


Anſwer. 


© 


meekneſle of ſpirit : the inviſible ſpirit deſcendin 
viſibly upon the ſonnes of men in the liknefle of fie 


' tongues maſt enable usto give light and warmth, of 


comfort toone another. 1t it be urged, chat Faith # 
the only ſtrong Conveyance and true Receiver of ſpiritual 
Comfort. "Tis quickly ſatisfied, that even Faith a}ſo i 
the gift of the Spirit, The Comforter gives us Faith 


totakeComftort from him, elſe we can take none at 


all, ſothatin the concluſion, 'tis the Comforter that 
workesall in allin us. Foras it was ſaid of the Maffe 
and Chaos*, Toby, vavohn, anemptic, vaſt, ſolitary 
ſolitude; *Twas without forme ayd voyde, darkneſſt 
| (that 


_ 
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(chat is-a Privation of Light) was apon tbe Face Ld 
che Earth, before the Spirit of God moved upon the 
Face of the Waters, The ſoule of a naturall man is 
like the earth, lumpiſh,ſad, without forme and voyde © 
of comfort, darkneffe of diſcontentis upon the face 
of the man inward and outward ; a vacuity, a vaſt _ 
ſolitary Privation of comfort ; untill the Spirit of 

| God move upon the face of the waters (thatis) the 
ſwelling, tumultuous, reftleſle thoughts, and com- 
forclefle apprehenfions. The Hebrew is anapt Me- 
taphor, Rachaph, Incubare; from birds that fit brood 
on their Egges to ſuftaine and cheriſh them : the 
Spirit of God doth not only forme and fuftaine the 
thoughts of man from vaniſhing into nothing; but 
alſo nouriſh, and cheriſh, and foſter them, to F ort 
a regenerate man inthe comfortable eftate of well 


being, a Chriftian. Not a thought of comfort can 
riſe in the heart, but firſt hatched by the Spiritof 
God: weare quite voyde and empty, not the leaft 
Motion of Comfort, before the Spirit of God move 
upon ourthoughts. Beloved, at the firſt coming of 


the Holy Ghoſt, As 2. 2. a ruſhing mighty winde As, 2. 


filledall the houſe, the winde hath one property to 
cleanſe and purge the Aire, to makeit comfortable 
and refreſhing : nor is there any tyne refreſhing or 
comfort, untill we are filled withthe Spiritof Cod, 
as the faile of a Shipis filled with winde. Forletaſhip 
be never ſo well tackled and provided, yer allisin 
vaine without a winde : and let never fo eloquent 
Sermons ſpread their fails in the ſhipof the Church; 
unleflethe good winde of Gods Spirit blowes where 
itlift, whenit lift, how it lift, and upon whomitEft,- - 


I fay Gods Spirit muſt be both winde todrive ns, and —=- 


Pilot to directus to the Port of Comfort, Now if 
D 2 | . Caſa ar 


—_——. 


—— 


Eng 


Ceſar did encourage that Ship-Maſter, who feared 
Ship-wrack, with a Ceſarem vehs ; fearc not thou 
carrieſt Ceſar, the Worlds Conquerour ; yet by his 
leave, as great as he was, he was not the Seas Com- 
mander, nor the obeyed rebukerof the Winds, and 
Waves, as heis whom wecarry in our toſſed breaſts; 
cheere thy thy ſelf with a Paraclerumwehs ; thou car- 
rieſt the Comforter in thy heart, the rebuker of 
heart-rifings, the Lord controller of Troubles, the 
commander of ſtormy ſwelling afliiftions, the Con- 
queror of temptations. Whoſe very conqueſt is a 
mighty comfort to the conquered Soule, becauſe 
his Conqueſtis atchieved by Love, for as the Holy 
Ghoſt proceeds from the Father and the Sonne per moduns 
Amors, as the Schoole ſpeakes, ſo the Spirit workes 
inus by way of Love; ſweetly S* Bernard ſtyles the 
Holy Ghoſt, 0/culum Patrs, & fil:s, the kiffe of the 
Father and the Sonne ; God the Father kiſſeth by his 
Sonne, but we feele not this kiſſe, untill God the 
Sonne kifleth us by his Spirit. Now what more com- 
fortable toa chaſt wife, then a ſweet kifſe from her 
Husband * ſo prayes the Bride, Cant. x. 2. Let him 
kiſſe me with > kiſſes of hs lips, andſhe gives area- 
ſon why She would be kifled , for thy love & better 
then Wine, morg comfortable then wine ; that is, (to 
cloſe this) let Chriſt unite himſelfe to his Church 
with this ſweet expreſſion of his ſpeciall favour, even 
by his Spirit to ſeale up the lips of our hearts, our 
thoughts, tothe moſt comfortable day of Redemp- 
tion. Thus have we ſcene the Spring-head whence 

flowes the Habituall Abilitie of all true Comfort. 
7. Generall -. The attuall Ability to make good uſe of this Art of com- 
Part. forting, in the Platforme of Comfort ſet up according ta 
8he exart Rule of Gods Word,. implyed in theſe words - 
| $776 
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the Text. yy reprehended are they, who take the - 
wrong way of Comfort, Play bookes and fabulous  - 
ſtories, | forſaking this Fountaine of -livipg waters ; 
they Gigpics that can hold no water, no-txue refrefh- 
ment of comfort. The God of all conſolation did 
cauſe his Word to be written for our Comfort, ſhall 
we fruftrate- the End why. it was wricten? He that 
mide mans heart beſt-doth know what Maladies and 
what Cordialls to give, let us follow his Preſcripts, 
away with all other ſhallow ſandy comforts of the 
worlds Mountebanks, which the wearyfoule cannot 
reft and build upon, Davida King could not wantthe .. 
comforts of this life, yet he diſclaimes themallin  _,? 
compariſon of Gods Words. This s my Comfort in «Pal. 119.50 
my oliction, torthy Word has quickned me, Gods 
Word did revive Davids dead ſpirits. Daviddid look 4 
out for comfort, but foundnone but this ®, tne eyes *Pl.r1g. 82. 
faile for thy Word, ſaying, when wilt then comfort me ? 
Debiles effefti ſunt anime mee Oculi i, The Eyes of my Euhymiuin 
| ſoule faile me, my deſires faile with looking out for Com- Plolrrg. | 
fort, which makes me cry, when wilt thou comfort me ? | 
Davidthought it long till God did comfort him. Ir 
ſeemes David had forgot the right way to comfort | 
himſelfe, till he went this way to worke. * 7 remens * pling. y2o! 
bred thy Indgements of old. O Lord, and have comforted 08 
71 ſelfe. Now as S* Paul exhorts, Be ye followers of me, 
45 1 am of Chriſt; ſobeyeefollowers of me as Iam 
of David, for Tknow wordseſpecially preyaile, when 
they arc uttered more from the bowels, then the 
braine, and from our owne Experience: which made 
Chriſt himfelfe a more compaſſionate High Prieſt. 
Therefore out of compaſlion I ſhall now comfort o- 
thers, with the ſame pretious Comforts, where- 
with I have comforted my ſelfe out of Davids 
| My Pſalmes\. 


6-. 
; 


' The dirt of Building Comfort, 


| !Pſamus, At Pſalmes', He that hath the key of Devid opening 
3  - 1:96 wanpogy and no man fhutterh, aſſiſt me effeQually to open un- 
F- Ordo ac flats: to yountew words of Comfort out of the Pſe/mes of 
| chpeus mſupere- I) gryid, The trutly is that in the extremity of her 


= ac ppc ficknefle, and finceher death, who was fleſh of my 
as, -Hleſhand boneof my bone, that which I then moſt 


defired was to repoſe my troubledrhoughts, and to 
compoſe the jarring ftrings'of my heart to reſt , 
. which atlaſt Ipegged up to ſome concord and har- 
mony, by liftning to the ſweet Songs of Sz ſetto 
M: Davids well tuned Harpe and heavenly tuned Heart. 
| Theorderly For my Meditations did bring together toure Yerſes, 
; proceeding in outof foure ſeverall Pſa almes, which being put well 
| Failing the | together by the Spirit of God, inthe heart of man, 
| Comfort, areſufficient Materialls toraiſe upa Platforme ofthe 
E ſtrong and ſtately Building of true Chriſtian Com- 
F - fort. The foure 7erſes may challenge this Methode, 
the firſt verſe is the Removing of the Rubbiſh. The 
 ſecondYerſe is the laying of the Foundation. The 
third Yerſe is the Raiſing upof the Body ofthe Build- 
ing. Thefourth Yerſeis the laying on of the Roofe, 
x. The Removing of the Rubbiſh to fit the place 
for the Foundation, that is done by taking away and 
x clecring the Soule of all dejeions, and diſquiet- - 
| Pfal 41, y, ult, MEntSin this life, Pſa/ne 4.2. laſt verſe. Why art thon 
; caft downe oh my ſoule, and why art thou diſquicted within 
me> Hope thou in God, for Iſhall yet praiſe him, who « 
the health of my countenance, and my God. King David 
finding his ſoule over ſenſible of troubles, checks and 
chides his ſoule ſharply for it, with why and why > 
and this chiding goes ſofarreas to lay aftrict charge 
upon his ſouleto the contrary, Hope-thou in God, 
forwhy ſhould that ſoule be caft downe and diſquie- 
ted, that can Anſwer that Queftion ; mow Lorawhet 
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= my Hope * my Hope is in thee * > Hope thou in God :* Plal.39.7, - 
and this charge to hope in God is grounded upon '* v5 thelaſt 
c $ ” p : -- cl ; ' . verſe of Sri 6s 

eonfidence of better rimes to come, times of PFAL- ture I heard © 
fing God, for T ſhall yet praiſe him, this ſmall word, my witggeal” 7 
ntnelz ay : 


Adhuc, yet, "tis the ftrong voyce of confidenceafter fue 


a long combar. 1. Yox anhelaxti, the yoyce of David © 
breathing and panting under the conflictof troubles = 
and diſquierments, what thoughT am thns' now for 
the preſent, 1/ſhall yet praiſe him: o. Yor trinmphan« 
ts, the voyce of David gettin the viQtory overall 
his troubles, and triumphing with this veyce of Joy 
uttered with confidence, dads him, And this 
confidence is Rrengthned by his Experience, thar 
Godisthe Health of his countenance. Om9nimpdamns tremel. 
Salurum facici mes, he isall of the Salyations of my 
Countenance ; the Countenance is as the 'glafſe of 

the heart, in it yee may fee the naked Face of the 
heart ; God firft ſpeakes ſaving health to the inward 

Man of the heart, which he cauſeth to ſhine forth in 

the cheerefulnefle of the outward man of the'coun- 
tevance. Laftly, this experience is well backed by 
theintereſt Davidahad in God, or God ; anime mea 

quid perftrepis in me ? Trem. {ignific TO 

my God, why makeft thon ſaeh atroublefome nioyſe 
within me oh my ſoule? why art thou ay 4 
complaining of this ot that? As onee Sexccatold the 
Roman Couctier that mourned for his fonnes death; 
Non fas tibi , ſalvo Ceſare de Fortuna queri, in ils om- 
nia: Much more Salve Salvatore, o nes falvante, as 
long as God is our Saviour, we muft not be caft down 
withany thing, i iMoomnia; Friends, Sonnes; Hul- 
bands, Wifes, health, wealth, all things in my God, 
»y God, ſaith David, Deus mens & omnia, faith that” 


ant! pF, f Go be Tremell. 
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An objeQion 
anticipated, 


all things mine, It God be with me, what can be a- 
gainft me ſo farre as to diſquiet me? whatſoever is 
againſt me, it will be with me for my good, if God, 
be but my God, which is the 2* thing in the Build- 
ing of Spirituall Comfort, the laying of a ſure Foun- 


_ dation, and that is no other then God to be our God 


alone. Pſal.73. 25. Whom heve I in Heaven but thee ? 
and there is none upon Earth that I deſire beſides thee. 
'This isan expreſſion of our Faith, whom have weir 
heavenbut thee, torely uponinallourneceſitties? this 
is anexpreſlion of our afteftion ; whom have we in hea- 
ven but thee, tolove?the Giver of allthings to be be- 
loved; whom but thee to feare? the Diſpoſer of all 
things to be feared , whom but thee todeſire? the 
Satisfier of all lawfull deſires; the Foundation muſt 
be but One, whom but thee ? and, none on earth beſides 
thee. Yet with a difference, other Foundations are 
laid deepin the Earth, this muſt be laid highin Hea- 


'ven. Whors in heaven but thee £ and, none on Earth be. 


ſides thee, as the Foundation of Comfort : but we may. 
defire other things beſides God, as the meanes of 
comfort as Gods Ordinances, and bleflings ſpirituall 
and temporall, the fat Calfe muſt be killed for the 

Prodigall, atemporallbleſfiing too muſt be had, but 

take hae tooas fromGod, for whatſoeveris deſide- 
rablein any creature, they are but drops of ſweetneſſe 
lerfall from the Fountaine of Comfort,God. Whom 
have I in heaven but thee for my ſole Refuge and 
Truſt > or whom have I in heaven but thee Than 

Chiefe Joy, and whole hearts-delight ? yet the ſoule 


" that is thus wedded to God, may love what God 


loves, and what God commands herlove, forhim, 
andin him, but not as him: inſo doing She would 


 playthe Harlot, Adulrera Chriſtoas S* Cyprian ſpeaks, 


bur 
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but the ſoule as a moſt loyall wife. muſt caſt no part - > 
of her conjugall affection uponany but God+ above | 
him, wichour him, befides him Ilove nothing, but Y 
all things in him, and for him ; *tis S* Avgu#izes Con- 13, 10. (ſes + 
feſlion, Cum quo ſolo, & de quo ſols, & in quo ſolo, ani= | 
ma intellettualts were beata eſt. With God alone, and 
from God alone, and in God alone, the underſtan- 
ding ſoule is truly happy ; whom to love freely is a 
due debt, whom to embrace is chaſtity, whom to 
marry is virginity, whom toſerveis liberty, whom to 
imitate is Perfetion, whom todefire on Earthis con« 
rentment, whom to enjoy in heaven is everlaſting 
Happineſſe. Now Lord letme live our of the world 
with thee in Heaven: butler me notlive in the world 
withoutthee on Earth. For whom have 11n Heaven but 
thee f andtherc is none on Earth that I deſire beſides thee. 
The Devoute ſoule that layes ſo good a Founda- 
tion as this may goc on and proſper with the Building 
of Comfort, even to raiſe the Body of the worke to 
that height of Comfort, that David deth, Pſal. 94. 
Ig. In the multitude of my thoughts within me , thy D(al,g4 196 
comforts delight my ſoule. My perplexed thoughts, 
that are wreathed one within another with the many 
ſorrowes of my heart, ſothe Sept - Kani = mhy3©- wy 
eSwar wi, iv mxapdig us, Though there be a great mul- 
titude of vexing griefesin my heart, yet theplaiſter 
is large enough forthe ſore, thy comtorts proporti- 
onable to my Sorrowes, z«r7« 7 man>5, according tothe 
multitude of my Sorrowes thou doft proportion out 
thy comforts, be my Sorrowes what they will for 
quantity or quality, thy comforts can extricateand 
rid me of them all, be they neere ſo intricate and 
enwrapped, as branches of trees returning, back are 
blended and entangled, fo the Hebrew inthe "_ 
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for our thoughts in Hebrew, come from .yxW. Redun- 
dare, to rebound, and returne back, and wrap them- 
ſelves one within another, nothing can ſet our 
thoughts free, but thy comforts oh God. The com- 
forts of thy Providence as a Faithfull Creator and 
Preſerver: The comforts of thy providing and pro- 
tecting care, as a loving Father, and Redeemer ; 
providing all good, grace, mercy, and favour : pro- 
tecting from allevill; finne, Satan, death, the grave 


 andhell: our loving Father will not ſufferus to.want 


any thing that is good: our deere Redeemer will 
not ſuffer any thing thatis evill to come reere us, but 
forour good. Theſe thy comforts delight my ſoule, 
faith David. Theſe,or nothing, cantruly and reall 

delight the ſoule , earthly things may delight the 
body that is made of carth, bur the ſpirituall foule 
muſt have ſpirituall things to delight it, worldly 


chings delight not the ſoule withina man; the world-= : 


ly man may draw a curtain betwixt the world and his 
heart, andſcemethe only merry man inthe world; 
when there is many abicter pull inthe heart: vides 
Letitiam in ore, S* Ambroſe, yee may heare ſhoutin 

from his rongue, but aske what cheere within, like a 
poore Taverne witha buſh, but no good wine with- 
1n.; asmerry as he isabout the mouth, his ſoule finds 
but poorecntertainmentwithin:the wine of the wick- 
ed has loſt it nature, to cheere the heart of man, and 
like oyle it oaly makes him havea checrefull counte- 
nance, but the wine of the godly comforts the ſpirits 
withina man; Davids merry ſoule, was given from 
God, thy comforts delight my ſoule ; « eapaxaice; 
o%,yernres Thy {Lux ws Sept. Thy comforts have loved 
my ſoule, have embraced my ſoule with love, EZ x- 
hortationes tua jocundaverunt, S* Auguſt, Thy Exhor- 
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tations make my ſoule merry, and pleaſant, and 
cheerefull. He only is merry at heart, and delighted 
in his yery ſoule, 5s 4 doth what God exhorts him 
todoe, whoſe ſouletakes daily many a Comtortable 
walk in the ſeverall roomes and conveyances of the 
Palace of divine Comfort, He oft makes it his ſoules 
Recreationand delight to view the Diviſions and the 
diſtin&ions that God hath made of Creation, Pre: 
ſervation, Redemption, Proviſion, Prote&tion : the 
rare Contrivances of Election, Vocation, ſuſtificari-. 
on, Sanctification,and the ſtately Manſions -of Glori- 
ficatien prepared for us, theſe are the Comforts that 
will delight our ſoules, our very foules. Wherefore 
comfort one another with theſe words, | 

Now we haveſeene the maine Body of the Build. , * 
ing of divine comfort, what remaines but to lay on : 
the roote, Pſal.5 5.22. Caſt thy Burthen upon the Lord, p41, 55.49, 
and he ſhall ſuftaine thee, doe but thou caft thy bur- 
then on him, and let him alone toſuſtaine thee ; this 
Roofe will hold out againſt all weather of affliction, 
ſtormes and tempeſts may beate, bur Godis ableto 
beare the Burthen, whichwe cannot beare. But what 
burden may we be bold to caſt upon the Lord * Any, 
either the greateſt burden that is in the world, {inne ; 
caſt thy finnes upon the Lord Jeſus: or the leſſer 
burdens, croſſes, troubles, and lofles. Inall and un-Patienceis thar 
derallthe Lord ſhall ſuſtaine thee with things nece(- 9" rp 
ſary, at leaſt with that one thing neceflary, Patience 0" Apr 
Solong as thou loſeſt not thy Patience, ſolong thouloilcs. 
loſeſt not the Lord, who ſhall ſuſtaine thee to ſu- 
ſtaine thy loſſes. Be ir the burden of the lofle of 
health, wealth, wife, child, friend, caſt thy burden 
uponthe Lord by remembring that they were the 
bleſſings of the Lord upon thee, and unlefle by 
B 2 Im- 
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r S, Chryſoſt. 
Hom 4.ad 4i;- 
_ tice,” 


| «S.Auguſt.in 
E-:- Pſal.66:, 


Heb.1 To 6, 
n Luthct, 


Impatience, thou loſe the Lord too, the Lord 
knowes how to blefie thee againe withall theſe, as 


| hedid /vb, of whom S. Auguſtine ſpeakes thus: Hec 


awiſit, ſedillum tenet, qui abſtulit. 10b loſt his goods, 
bur he took hold of him, who took them away, The 


' Lord gives, and the Lord takes, ſaith that patterne of 


Patience ?, the Lord takes, and no matter what he 
takes from us, ſolong as we have him ſtill, that takes 
them, who is abletoregive them with — It 
was S. Chryſoftomes way of comforting his Auditors 
at Antioch?, Enadiy Tiy wvntferay tx i1oPans wayTe wie 
TMNeoy auTA ET&PNATS Ths Ta 457i as 78 WEI TWP, Itis a great 
partof true Piety and godlineſle, to caſt thy burthen 


upon the Lord, and he willgive thee better things 


then everthouloſt; the like Cordiall the judicious 
Father hath, quarmwry arca exinanita ſit auro, cor ta- 
men plenum eſt fide - the leſlein the cheſt, there may 
be the more in the heart. The want 'of a husband 


- m:y fill the heart with her beſt husband Chriſt Jeſus. 


The lofle of a wife may make the ſtronger contract 
betwixt the ſoule and her God. Thelofle of a childe 
may be a Teſtimony ro my heart, that God receives 
me as his childe, for he chaſteneth every ſonne whom 
he receives: Ybi multum crucis, maltum lucis , that 
man of croſſes * was wont to ſay, the more affliction 
from God, may prove the more inſtruction to the 
ſoule. The reall Alphabet of Chriſtianity is ſpeld 
out by ſuffering Chrifts Crofle; and not by reading 
of Chriſts Sufferings. Faith comes by hearing, and 
by feeling too, by ſuffering, that is the beſt criall of 
Faith; by ſuffering loſſes we learne to beleeve what 
God can doe for us. What wicked Cain ſaid of his 
finnes, they are greater thencan be forgiven ; no childe 
of God muſt think of his lofſes, they are greater 


then can be given againe : finthe caulc of all loſſes, 
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is not greater then canbe forgiven: muchleſſe any 3 
loſſe, the cffe, greater then can be given againe, 5 
Caſt thy burden, Pags ine reads it, Pondwe, thy heavy. 
croſſes, and waighty lofles; but Montanus, Donum, Pagnine. 
punctually to the Hebrew roote; and every lofie or Montarr, 
croſle is the gift of God ſent to thee from God, ſom- 
times greater giits, ſometimes lefler : now returne 
theſe gifts whence they came, caſt themupon the 
Lord. 'The Sept. uſe a word by themſelves, wipyra,thy 
anxious care, thy cutging, dividing, ſolicitude, look 5s. 
to thine owne work ,'caſt thy burden upon the Lord, 
thatis thine own work, look to that,and be not ſolici- ; 
tous what is Gods work, to ſuſtaine thee; eke out thy : *B 
Patience, awaite the Lords goodneſle , caſt tt all | 7 
upon Godand he ſhall ſuſtaine thee. This is the fai- 
reſt roofe, the greateſt height we cal raiſe up the 
Building of Comfort to: yet I might give you an- 
other Platforme of the particular turniture, belong- 
ing to every ſeverall Roome of Comfort; look how 
maiy things we had need to be comforted againſt, ſo 
many ſeverall Roomes of Comfort, but not knowing 
what entertainment this Art of Building Comfort 
will finde, if yee like ro make uſe of. it, this is e- 
nough by way of direction ; bur if yee like it nor, 
this 1s toomuch; therefore I haſtento the laſt gene- _ | 
rall Part propoſed in our Methode. | - 
The eight Partis the ſtrength and duration of this g_pyzz, 
Building, forif it were butſlight, weake, or notlaft- 
ing long, it were but poore comtort. Oe. 
The Building of Comfort not only ſtands by the 
benefit of the Foundation that ſuſtaines and ſupports 
it: but the ſtrength of the Building is much aug- 
mented andencreaſed by the benefit of the contig- 
nations that knit and unite the Parts together ;. and 
| E 3 | allo 
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 ' The Contig. 

- - Nation of the 
Building of 
Comfort, 


I. Gods . 
 Wiſdome. 


alſoof the butterefles that comprehend and embrace 


them without. The Foundation being ſurely laid 
will not ſuffer the Building of Comfort to finke: the 


contignation and knitting will notſuffer it to cleave : 


the Buttereſles will not ſuffer it to ſwerve: all theſe 

together by a joynt force ( which is the ſtronger) 

make greatly for the ſtrength and duration of the 
building of Comfort. Yee ſee the Foundation laid 
betore m1 itproperplace: briefly here of the contig- 
nations, and the Buttereſles as they are neceſflary for 
the ſtrength and duration of Comfort. x. Gods 
Wiſedome, Power, Juſtice, Mercy, 'Truth will abun- 
dantly doe all the Offices of the Contiguation of 
this Building. 2. We mult ſupply the Butterefles 
from withour,and they are three ſpeciall ones among 
the reſt. x. Submiſhon to Gods Will. 2. Right rea- 
ſon, refified, ſanCtified Reaſon. 3. Prayer for 
ſtrength and continuance of comfort. But before 
we look tothe ſ{trengthof the out-works, let us con- 
ſider ſeriouſly the Contignation within, which re- 
quires noleſle then five Attributes of God each of 
them will Miniſter ſtrength of Comfort, then ſurely 
_ union willprovea bleſſed Communion of Com- 

0) y of : 

i. Gods Wiſdome is abſolute, and tranſcendenrtly 
matchlefle in preſcribing us convenient, congruent 
and fitting comforts: God knowes what is betterfor 
us, then the beſt of us can for himſelte ; becauſe 
Godis «vn50;, wiſe of himſelte, wiſedomeit ſelte 
for his wiſdome is not by infufion, or gift, or inſtru- 
&ion, or experience, or obſervation, but of himſelte, 
from himſelte, without any counſell taking all wiſe. 
Now this was thg way the Prophets were comman- 
ded to take in comforting the People of God, M= 
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fe ort yee, comfort yee my peap le, I (E7 . 40. I. But how muſt 1ſfaiah 49. mw NY 


. + 
« 


13, 14. they mult teach the people, that their God 
15aGod of ſuch infinite incommunicable W:ſedome 
he needs no Direfor, no Counſeller, no Inſtruiter,m- 
no Teacher: I uſe not ſo many Synonymies as the: 
Prophet doth there, but by this we colle& that the 
all-wiſe Diſpoſer of ail things good or evill, ſecret 

or maniteſt, univerſall or ſingular, ' neceſſary or con- 
tingent, muſt needs by the forceable influences of 

his Wiſdome dart warmth and comfort into hispeo- 

ple, whoare called the children of wiſedome, be- 

cauſe they areable both by reaſon and experience to - 
juſtifieall the wayes of wiſedome: as that the Re- 
proachof Chriſt is better then the pleaſure of ſinne- 

for a ſeaſon, witneſſe eofes: and one day in the 

Courts of God better then a thouſand elſewhere, 
witnefle David, The ground they build uponis this, 

that God knowes what is beſt for every one of his, ſo-- 

faith David, Pſal. 1. The Lord knowes the way of the Pal.x, ult, 
Righteous, thatis, the beames of Gods Wiſdome in 
acknowledging their miſeries are ſo ſettled upon 

them, that they are wonderfully comforted and re- 

freſhed in all their wayes. Thfs is the firft contigna-- 

tion giving ſtrength to the Building of Comfort, . 


Gods Wiſedome. | . 
The ſecond needs little Probation, forall ftrength',, . gods: 


is from Gods Power, it being the Principle of a&ive-pgpex, . 
ſtrength inevery thing, as God 1s puriſs/mus Adtus, 
ſo by his power Godis principinm adtivum, primitive 
powerin himſelf, derivative from himto- all things 
created; this omnipotency doth knitand unite the 

whole Building of Comfort, becaififſe nothing: can - 

refift the Power of God, there is more-ſtrength' of- 
POwen® 
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=, powerwith usthen againſt us, this is that other com-. 
2 Jai.qo.12- fortable Argument urged by the Prophet, 1/aiah 40. 
E- 12. Who hath meaſured the waters in the hollow of 
b - his hand ? and meted out Heaven with the ſpanne ? 
and comprehended the Duſt of the Earth in, a mea- 
ſure? and weighed the mountaines in ſcales, and the 
hils ina ballance ? therefore for our infinite comfort, 
God (maugre all the adverſe power) can doe whatſo- 
everhe will, as having his News , the mighty God, 
Iſai, 9.6. | Iſaiah 9.6. | 
3. Gods In- The third Contignation of the building of com- 
E flice. fort, Gods Juſtice, 1s ſo abſolute , He can doe us no 
4 wrong , that's our comfort, doe what he pleaſe: the 
ſoreſt chaſtiſement that ever childe of God ſtood un- 
der, was but his juſt Anger againſt him, even the 
way of his diſpleaſure was not unequall, to puniſhour 
{1anes ſo ſeverely in his own Sonne. What more com- 
fortable then this, that all affliction is but Gods juſt 
purſuir of finne in us, to drive finne out of us, andus 
out of ourſelves, toflye wholly to our God ? Davids 
meate may beaſhes, and his teares mingled with his 
drink, yetthis provesa comfortable repaſt, aſweet 
refreſhing, by reaſon that out of the Eater comes 
meat, out of the ſtrong comes hony, out of Gods 
3 Juſtice againſt finne ifſues true Comforr. 
E 4. Gods Fourch Contignation, Gods Mercy ; God hath not 
| Mercy, more power, then willingnefſe to comfort us, his 
 Sonne being fleſh of our fleſh, and bone of our bone, 
12 our Saviours deſertion in the Garden, and on the 
crofſe, he was content to want that unſpeakable com- 
fort inthe preſence of his Father both to beare-the 
wrathof the Lord fora timefor us, and likewiſe to 
know the better how to comfort us in our greateſt 
_ extremities; 'tis the Mercy of God that we are not 
conſumed, 
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profit: asa Father ſcourgeth his ſonne, yet pities his _ ©, =__ 
ſonne, ſo there is mercy with God that he may be fea- "IM 
red as a Father, and that we may be comforted as 
his children. Thus the Father of mercies cannot but z Cor.r.3. 
ſhew himſelfe « God of all Conſolation, as S* Paul joynes 
them together ; ſothe childe of God findes by Ex- 

erience , the Father of mercies, is alwayes the God 
of all Comfort, thatis the fourth knitting and uniting 
of the Building of Comfort. —— 

5. Contignation, Gods Truth,it is no ſmall Com- 5. Gods 
fort that weare ſure (faith the Apoſtle Rom.2.) that Truth. 
the Judgement of God is according to Truth; 'Truth Roma. 2. 
it ſelfe muſt needs according to Truth inthe inward 
partsjudgeall things, but: the height of Comfort is 
that Truth it ſelf cannot but keep promiſe, all the 
promiſes of Comfort in the' Goſpell, the Word of 
truth ;JC may take Gods Word, were it for athouſand - i 
Comforts, why the world propoſetha thouſand coun- : 
terfait Comforts , but our God in his Word doth - of 
furniſh us with tenne thouſand true reall Comforts, 4 
Shortly, all this knitting, uniting faculty of comfor- 
ting is by one jJoynt-view apprehendedin Chriſt our 
Saviour thus. r. The Wiſdome of his Father to know 
how and when to comfort us. 2.” From the Father 
all power is given him and authority of comforting 
us. 3. His Fathers Juſtice is ſatisfied in him, by be- 
cominga man of ſorrowes, tocomfort us; acurlſe, 
that we ſhould not be accurſed ; curſed be that man, 
who accounts not this the greateſt Comfort. 4. and 
5. for I finde them joyned together, Heb. 2. 17. 
Chriſt made like ts his brethren, that he might be a merci- 
full and faithful high PrieF#, the words, inenuor, x19 
are comfortable words,not _ to compaſlionate "= 
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but to be true and Faithfullcous, nor to faile, Chriſt 
will neverfaile us in the knitting anduniting of our 
Comfort within , if we doe not faile our Ch in 
ſetting up the Buttereſles from without, Chriſt is - 

_ faithfull, if we be not faithleſle. | | 
| Butterefſesof There are three ſpeciall Butrereſles of the Build.- 
the Building of ing of Comfort. 1. Submiſſion to Gods Will: are- 
ol. ſignation of our ſelves to doe what he will with us is 
to Gods Will. the main Fulciment, Bytterefle or ſpirituall ſhoare of 
©. true Comfort. For inall croſſes, and lofles of wife, 
children, friends, &c\ the whole buſnefle is not to 
expreſle ſorrow ; but aſubmiſive ſubje&ion to Gods 
goodpleaſureand will. E failed much in the edu- 
cationof his ſonnes, yethe himſelf was a moſt duti- 
full childe to God his heavenly Father, even when 
he heard that heavy judgement, able to make both 
the eares of the hearertotingle, hedid thenſubject 
himſelfunto God, with that excellent incomparable 
x Sam, 2.48; Speechof Submiſſion, 1t « the Lora, let him doe what 
|  ſeemeth him good. 1 Sam.3z. Though the matter con- 
cerned him and his ſo nigh, yet the good man 
thought that he had nothing more todoethento ſet 
_ tatheſeale of hisapprobation of Gods Will, which 
was a willing Submiſſion to it. 1! is the Lopd, it be- 
commeth not man to reaſon with him, why hedoth 
thus and thus, there is no good to be got by ſuch 
contention, all the Comfort lyes in this, out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth muſt ſpeak after 
this admirable manner ; 1: « the Lord, let him doe what 
ſeemeth him good. Nay, a greater then E1/, the firſt 
Aigh Prieft thatever was, 44r07 who was appointed 
by God to be a mouth to Moſes, he could ſpeak fo 

' well, yet when God burnt his ſonnes for offerin 
range fire, he had nota word toſay, but as the Text 


faith, 
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ſaith, Aaron held his Peace; by holding hispeace in "XY 
this caſe, Aaros did glorifie God more then if he _. 
had ſpoken with the tongues of men and Angels, 
Aaron filencing his ſorrow by ſubjecting his will to 
Gods Will , did ſhew forth his inward Comfort. Once 
more, for 'tis a greater then Aaron, our High Pricft 
according to the order of AMelchiſedech was never 
without Comfort, becauſe never without Submiflion 
to his heavenly Father : when he wasalone, and none 
ro comfort him indecd, he prayed (bearing our infir- 
mities) Let this cup.paſſe from me, but with a pull back, 
of reſtraint, Not my 1, but thy Will ve done. Ipſe erat 
voluntas & Poteftas Patris, & tamen ad Demonſtratio- ” 
nem ſufferentie debits, voluntati ſe Patris tradidit, Ter= reull.in 188) - 
tull, laſt words on the third Petition ; Chrift was Domin. : 
both the Willa@! the Power of his Father, yet to 
demonſtrate to us that Submiſſion is alwayes due to 
Gods Will, He ſubjects himſclt in allthings, Not my 
Will, but thy Will be done. This is a ſtrong ſupporter 
of true comfort, to lay our hands upon our mouthes, 
and notto openthemexcept with /obsthankfull .Zc- 
cho, Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord, O happy Com- 
fort! and well upheld, to blefle God in all things 
by treely ſubmitting our wills to His Will ; let the 
Lord doe what he will, and let us be ſure to blefle His 
NAN it, that is the ficit Butterefle of 'Com- 
w__ | 

2. Buttereſle, andavery ftrong one too, is Right 2. Buttereſſe 
Reaſon, rectified, ſanftified Reaton. What is dil- mos oe 
contentedneſſe , and uncomfortablenefſe, butithe ©'S* Mute 
confuſion, diſtemper, and diforder:of our affeQtions 
and actions ? but when they are well ordered accor- 
ding to the commands of rectified Reaſon , then 
riſeth comfort and contentednefieot made: when 
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2. Buttereſſc, 


ſtrength of 


-our Paſſions and Actions are ſubject tothe ſtraight 
Rule of Reaſon, then is the ſoule at comfort; a man 
of Right Reaſon isa man rich in Comfort, a bappy - 
Dives, he may ſay,Soule, foule,take thy reft,for thou 
haſt comfort, much riches of comfort; laid up for as . 
long, asthy Reaſon is rectified andis guided by-the 
Word of God, and the whole courſe of chy affecti- 
ons ordered by that reCtified Reaſon. When aman 
ſmothers himſelfunder ſorrow, and difcontent, let 
| him ſee what reaſon he hath for it out of Gods Word: 
when a man rejoyceth, and comfortetlhimſelf with 
any thing, let him ſee what good reaſon he can finde 
. for it : beleeve me,this is a ſtrong bridle and curbe to 
 ſtopthecourſe of all diſcontentednefſe and uncom- 
fortableneſſe in our Chriſtian journey : and withall 
a very ſtrong keen-metled Spur @ pat us forward 
inthe free courſe of true Comfort : even this is the 
ready way, to try all things that we doe by ſound 
Right Reaſon. 

Now that the two former Buttereſſes may ſtand 
faft, and the whole Building continue*durable, we 
muſt not faile to put up the third Buttereſſe, that is 
toput up Prayer for ſtrength of Comfort. 1f any of | 
you lack wiſedome ( Tames 1, 5.) let him aske God, and he 
will give it him. Thomas expounds that Text to this 
purpoſe now in hand. Sz quis veſtrum indiget Sapientia, 
ideſt, ſapida Scientia ad condiendam amaritudinem tri- 
bulationum, vel ad deguſtandum patientie fructum, If 
any of you want the falt of wiſdome to ſeaſon affli- 
tion, orto make the fruitof Patience ſavoury, and 
comfortable, let him pray to God for it, whois very 
liberall of comfort to him that askesit ; the good 
thecf onthe Crofle did but aske Chriſt to remember - 
himin his Kingdome, and he gave him Paradiſe that 
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very day, To day thou ſhalt be with me in Paradtſe: 
| dum, memoria peſcitur, regnum concedit, ſaith the Fa. S. 4m, in 
ther. Prayeris afaithfull meſfenger and Ambaſſa- Fo. 
dor todiſpatchall our buſinefle with God, aske and 
have comfort, ſeek and finde it by prayer, knock, and 
a doore of comfort ſhall be opened ; Prayer is a 
ſtrange kinde of key that opens it you doe but knock 
withit, Matth.7. 7. Othen knock ſtrongly, that thou Marth. 7. 7. 
mayſt have ſtrength of comfort. Why but Praycris 
only of things poſſible, becauſe Prayer isan Att of 
Hope; and Hope is ſtill fixed upon apoffibility of - 
enjoying the obje: now if there muſt be hope of 
embracing what wepray for, and alikely pofhbility 
of what we hope for, what (I pray) encouragement 
doe they giveus, toput up our Prayers for ſtrength 
of Comfort, who make a queſtion, whether it be 
poſlible for a man in this life to have abſolute firme 
ftrength of comfort againſtall evill> Trueitis; here }.. 0 
is aqueſtion ſtarted by the Caſuifts, let us perſueita 9eſftion, 4 
litcle, for it is about the ſtrength of this Building. _ 
Whethera true beleeyer may have firme and ftrong *J 
conſolation againſt all evill. The Affirmative is thus 4,/wer, 
eſtabliſhed, that though there may ſometime be a bo 
mixture of griefe or feare with comfort, yet that. 
comfort is a repreſſion, mitigation and lenition of 
that grief or feare, and willin time get the victory, 
I. Becauſe, God the Father,who workes vicorioully, oi 
is the God of all comfort ©, comforting usin all our tri-* z Cos.1. 3,46 
bulationandin any trouble, Yerf.4. of that Chapter. ""- 
2. Becauſe, Chriſt « the Fountaine of all comfort tows, * 
ſo our conſolation alſo aboundeth by Chrift, Yerſ. 5. 
of that Chapter. 3. The holy Spirit s the comforter, 
to this end that the knowledge of the truth mighc 
make us Conquerors, that our hearts might not be 
| F 3 troubled 


= |: The Art of Building Comforrt. 
| *lohn 14.26- troubled DOT afraid*. 4. The whole Scripture was writ- 
6 and 27,. : . 
| ter for our comfort ,that we through comfort of the Scrip- 
" xRom.15-4 fares might have hope ; flrong comfort, and ſtrong hope *. 
5. Becauſe of the immutability of Gods Counſell, con- 
firmed by an oath, that ty two immutable things, imwhich 
[ it was impoſsible for Godtolye, we might have a ſtrong 
” = Heb.6.17,18. conſalation*, ixuper wapdxaynir, a mighty, potent, firme 
and (olide Conſolation. The Greek Epither is ſo:ex- 
- pretiive. 6. Conſolation never goes 1{ingle without 
confortation ; aſtrergthning power of the Grace of 
God accompanies it ; this 1s a reparation of our 
7 Chriſtian forces,anda congruous fortification againſt 
| 7 Dan.1o. iz, allevill 7, There remained no ſtrength in Danzel, 
| 18,19, untill one touched him, and ſaid, 0 man greatly be- 
loved, fearenct, be flrong, yea be ſbrong ; and when he had 
ſpoken unto me, I was ſtrengthned, ſaith Daniel, Gods 
comforting of us isa ſtrengthving comfort. Belo-. 
ved, this.is a trong durable Bnilding of Comfort, for 
.. no Earth-quake, no heart quakecan ſhake the foun-- 
dation of it : no Canon ſhot withall the powder and 
ower of hell can batter down the walls of it: no 
Tempeſt ofaffliftion.can beat down the Roote oft : 
no theeves, though they be ſubrile evill ſpirits, can 
rifle the roomes of it : nocruell Land-lord to thruft 
us out of doores.; buta loving kinde Lord, ourGod, 
whodothallto keepe us within doores, within com- 
fort: nofalſe Neighbours can take our houſe over 
'our heads: no envying at oneanothers dwellings : 
here are ſeverall Roomes of comfort for young, and 
- old, richand poore, well and fick, menand women, 
husbands and-wites, 'Kingand Subje&, widowesand 
orphans ; comfort .enough for all beleevers of all 
Families, Townes, Cities, Countries, Nations and 
- Languages under Heaven, Now:wherc can _— 
odge 
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T he Art off Building Comfort, © © 


lodge my diſcourſe then in this ſtrong durable Builds -* 77 
ing of moſt divine comfort ? and ſo Iſhallat this ver © =» 
inſtaur, if ye will but promiſe me; todee yourb, ed +: "4, 
tocomfort one another with theſe words, orwithany the 
like words of comfort, out of Gods holy Word. 
| And we beſeech thee O Lord, toteach us this art, 
and to make us all-ſach fpirieuall Builders, that we 
may not be caſt down.under the Burthen of tempo-: 
rall loſſes and. crofles, or of fpirituall-temptations,- 
but that every one uponall occaſions, . may expoltu- oY 
late the matter ſeriouſly with his own ſoule, Why art © _. © 
theu caft down 0 my ſoule ? aud why art thou diſquieted. 4 
within me ? hope thaouin God, for I ſhall yet prazſe hin, 
who « the health of my countenance, antl my'Ged. Vihows- 
have Ilinheaven butthee > and there w none npon Earth. 
that 1 defire beſides thee, and thy Comforts : - for inthe: © 
maltitude of my thoaghts within me, thy cormforts delight 
my Soule. Therefore s my ſoule cait thy Burden uponrihe: 2 
Lord, and he jhall ſuftainethee : Even'iſo O'God: _— 
of all Comfort, now andever fuſtaincus. +. - 
with the Comfortsof thy ſacred - 
Word, andof'thy Holy 
Sprrit., Amen, 


; An Electuary in forme of a Prayer 
| + Apothecarics called * Manu Chriſtiani : a com- 
| haveanEle- fortable Confe&tion out of the for- 


| Quary called mer Treatiſe to repell che InfeRi- 
F Mans ( hriftt. on of all kindefof AﬀiRion, 


» Take it thus (OM Lord my God, and T beleeve there is no 
our the heart] No other Gods beſides, I beleeve, therefore 
L itwill work I callupon thee: thatas the firſt Com- 
———_— > mandement thou giveſt to me, is 70 
= have ns other gods but thee ; ſomy firſt care 


may be to ſettleall a thoughts and affeions, words 


andactions upon nothing in Heaven or in Earth be- 
fidesthee. Þ For whom have 1 in Heaven bat thee > and 
there is none upon Earth that 1 deſire beſides thee. Thou 
art my Refuge, my Rock of defence, my ſure ftay, 
my whole Hearts delight; O Lord accept this Ex- 
preflion of my Faith, whom have 1in Heaven torelye 
on but thee inall my Neceſsities * accept this expreſſi- 
on of my devotion, whom have 1 in Heaven but thee 
to call upon in all my troubles ? accept this expreſſion 
of my affections, whom have I in Heaven tolove but 
thee? the Giver of allthings to be beloved ; whom 
have lin heeven to feare but thee ? the Diſpoſer of all 
things tobe feared ; Mihom have 1 in Heaven torejoyce 
in but thee ? the Infuſer of all true Joy; Whom have 1 
in Heaven to deſire but thee > the Satisfier of all lawfull 
defires ; and there © none upon Earth that I defire __ 
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one nn at aa een nf EL SS 
ett 5-586, 1 confelle there is norkingin-the World --. : 
that isworth the definng,butin thee, and flomithee.s - 
©1n the multitude of wy thoughts within me s hy Comforts cog gong; 
delight my ſeult, Th the great throng of all my per. "©: © 
plexed —_— thy Comforts delipht my ſoule, the - 
Comforts of thy Providence over me asa faithful - . *7+ © 
Creatorand Preferver, thou didft create me of no= RW 
thing, haſt preſerved me from nothing, even from _— 
my Mothers wombe, ahd wilt ftillpreferve me even * © = 
tomy laſt houre, theſe thy Comforts delight my 
ſoule. Nay more, Comfort of thy ſpeciall care as a = 
gracious Father and Redeemer, Care of Proviſion 2 
and ProteQtion ; of all good, fromallevill; of Mer- _—— 
cy, Grace, and Fayour, from Sinne, Satani, Death, the EE 
Grave and Hell, Theſe arc thy Comforts OLord. -# 
And whenſoever theſe thy Comforts doe not delight: © 9 
my ſoule, give me grace to check and chide my ſoule 4 
ſharply for it. *//hy art 1honcaſt downe 6 my ſole ? why pc 1 4 
art thou diſquieted within me? thou haſt noreaſonto « Za 
be caft down or to be diſquieted at all, aslong as thou 
haſta God to hope in; hope thouin God, 1 lay this _ 
comune thee, O my foule ; and this my charge+#-. 
is grounded upon my confidence of better tinieW@.. 
. come, when I ſhall yet praiſe him; andthis my Eallie® 
fidence is ftrengthned by my expericnceof whale 
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is unto me, the health of my connypance , Sg 
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- will I now and ever caſt my-Burden upon thee O 
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the Loveof God, my Gadin Chriſt, 'The 


Lord, withafſurance that thou wilr ſuftaine me-< the 
greateſt Burden in the world, Sinne, Hy firnes are 
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| Ay over my head, and are too heavy a Burden for me to . 


care, therefore will I caſt themupon thee my Lord 


and my Saviour: yea, theafflitions and puniſhments 


that lyeat the dooreof my finnes ; they are able.to 


: prefie medown tothe loweſt pit, bur in an humble 


awfull ſubmiſſion rothy will, (truſting that thou wil 
lay no more upon me, then Iamablero beare) Iwill 
. beare according to my Ability, andawaite thy 

goodneflceitherto deliver me from ,- or 

_ to ſuſtaine meinall; thy Willbe 
done O Lord, and give 
me Patience. 
Amen. 


Glory betoGodon high, 
On Earth Comfort. 
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Errata malora fic corrigantar. 


' Page 3.line the laſt, read mourners: p. 9. |. r.r.ye, 


ib;d p.6.1.ELſbe' +#;d. inthe mar-«ſſentandum,p.25. 
as Died.,in mar.for 2-Low, 2,54, p. 34. in mar. 
CataphretFi.p.q6.1.r2.r.ftand: p.47-l;.r. thy: p, 
53-1.9#. Commander, |, EIS P-56.1. 25. 


| racad of his, 


THE 


M— 


LOSSE AND 


Lamentation. 


| RY WALLER ,the Worthy Commander 
of the Renowned Martiall Band of the Ho. 


nourable City of L o N Þ o N,exer- 
cifing Armes inthe Artillery 
Garden. Oftob,g1; 1631, 

n FR _ 2 
{By GzorGE CHveuss ME. of Arts, and Proline 
Gon word in Alhellowes Breadfreet 10 —_ 

— wn R _ __ —__ —_ 
PSAL. 116.15. | 3 
| | Precious in the ſight of the Lord js the death of his Saints, | 
| | 1 
| ; fl 
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